Comedy act 
to appear 


March 2 , 


See page 16 


Check this out 


Newburyport’s Garrison Inn 
may be haunted...read a 
spooky feature in this issue 


See centerspread 


John Spurk: 


Proposal to name 


building after late 
professor in limbo 
See page 4 


NECC Observer 


Eee org. 
| U.S. postage paid 

Permit no. 31 
Haverhill, Mass. 


; 


Vol. 48, No. 3 


Northern Essex Community College, Haverhill, Mass. 


Long-time professor dies suddenly 


Math teacher helped shape college in 
its early years; campus mourns his loss 


ke Sekt AL 
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-Spectating surrealism 


JOHN CRONIN checks out Dream of a Surrealist by Tony de los Santos, part 
of a Lawrence campus art exhibit, sponsored by the Hispanic cultural club. 


Dominican art show 


Exhibit makes its mark at Lawrence campus 


By ANDY DeBENEDICTIS 
Arts @ Entertainment Editor 


’ he Dominican Art Exhibition, a 
collection of work from nine Do- 
minican artists, is on display at the 

Lawrence campus. 

Sponsored by the Hispanic Cultural 
Club, the exhibit is organized by Tony de 
los Santos. 

“People are definitely stopping to re- 


A. Calati photo 


view it,” said Arthur Signorelli, director 
of student activities, about the first big 
exhibit this semester at the Lawrence cam- 
pus. 

“One of our major goals at the 
Lawrence campus is to provide a number 
of exhibits that represent many different 
cultures.” 

De los Santos, who has some of his 
own work on display, has been painting 

(continued on page 5) 


Clubs may take cut again 


Enrollment drop hurts student activities fund next year 


By JASON STABLEFORD 
Observer Editor 


ECC studentsenate will receive seven 
N= members this spring, right in 

time for the revision of the student 
activities budget. 

The budget, which underwent substantial 
cuts last year, is heading for similar reductions 
next year, according to Arthur Signorelli, 
director of student activities. 

“T will not encourage the senate, as I did 


last year, to make across-the-board cuts,” 
Signorelli said. “We have a very serious re- 
sponsibility to make sure the clubs and orga- 
nizations providing good services to students 
continue to get funded.” 

Crucial cutbacks: Student activities funds 
most of the programs on campus that directly 
impact the students, including athletics, stu- 
dent senate, clubs and the NECC Observer. 
Therefore, the cuts impact students more 
severely than in other areas on campus. 

(continued on page 5) 


By STEPHANIE BUNN 
Observer News Editor 


ECC recently lost one of its most 
beloved and dedicated faculty mem- 
bers. 


Donald W. Pailes, 57, math department 
professor, died suddenly at home in 
Brentwood N.H. Pailes had a history of dia- 
betes, but no other health problems, said 
Norman Landry, dean of student affairs and a 
close friend of Pailes. 

Landry spoke to Pailes’ wife, Doris, who 
told him that all she heard was a funny breath- 
ing noise from Pailes and after that, he was 
never aware of her presence. 

Heart attack: Many of Pailes closest friends 
said he suffered a massive cardiac arrest. 

Pailes received his bachelor’s degree in 
education from Bridgewater State College 
and his master’s degree in education at the 
University of New Hampshire. 

He began his career at NECC as one of 
the first full-timers in the math department in 


crypt 


the 1960s. 

Pailes 
came to mean 
more to the 
school than just a 
math teacher. 

“T really feel 
that Pailes helped 
to shape this 
school into what 
it is today,” said 
Robert Paul, pro- 
fessor, department of natural sciences. 

Change in ranks: Although Pailes career 
began as a teacher of mathematics, he later 
taught advanced computer classes. Comput- 
ers were his favorite hobby. 

“He was definitely a computer guru,” 
Paul said, adding that Pailes’ extensive com- 
puter knowledge made him one of the only 
professors who could instruct some of the 
computer maintenance classes. 

“It’s going to be a difficult task to find 

(continued on page 4) 


soon 


File photo 
DON PAILES 


Era of dwindling funds 
forces hard questions 


By PARRY HEADRICK 
Observer Editor 


n early retirement plan may change 

the face of NECC’s faculty next year, 

as 30 or more tenured professors may 
seize the opportunity, should Gov. William 
Weld sign the legislation approving it. 

In addition to the retirement initiative, 
Weldand Stanley Koplik, chancellor ofhigher 
education, are working on House One, a 
series of recommendations that may improve 
NECC’s financial standing. 

The early retirement plan is the first step in 
“cost reduction, ” said NECC President John 
R. Dimitry, whose views on the importance of 
cost reduction in the college’s future are 


illustrated in a packet written by David W. 
Breneman, visiting professor at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education. 

Dimitry had copies printed and distrib- 
uted to faculty and administrators. The litera- 
ture is titled: Higher Education: On a Colli- 
sion Course With New Realities. 

Economy vs. employees: The early re- 
tirement plan would save a considerable 
amount of money at NECC, but may result in 
atemporary personnel dilemma, Dimitry said. 

“What the governor wants is a situation 
where, for every four people that retire, only 
one will be replaced,” he said. “And while 
that will reduce the school’s cost, the prob- 
lem is that it could create enormous person- 

(continued on page 5) 


Today’s [nfographic 
20 years of deficit history 


Only four times in 40 years has a U.S. administration not had a spending deficit. 
On many occasions, the deficit approached or exceeded five percent of the gross 
domestic product, a level many economists consider too high. For most of the 
nation’s history, the deficit ran near one percent of the GDP a year. 
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Stop the delay 


Name C-Building for Spurk now 


he proposed naming of Hav 

erhill’s C-Building after the late 

John Spurk has been delayed for 
too long. 

The decision of whether to name some- 
thing after Spurk seems unanimous; the 
remaining questionis merely what to name 
after him. 

President John R. Dimitry’s sugges- 
tion of naming Lecture Hall A instead of 
the Liberal Arts (C) building is not only 
inappropriate, but against the majority of 
the All College Council, which proposed 
the idea. 

Spurk, known for his contributions to 
the liberal arts community, was far more 
than just a lecturer. Bearing this in mind, 


Observer Editorial 


his memory should be immortalized in 
the field he was known for. 

Dimitry feels a concrete policy needs 
adopting before a decision is reached in 
this matter, despite nearly universal agree- 
ment among ACC members who feel 
Spurk’s name belongs permanently at- 
tached to C-building. 

Bogged down for more than a year, 
the naming of C-building irks ACC mem- 
bers and also distracts from Spurk’s ac- 
complishments and the fond memories 
this college community shares for him. 

See related story, page 4 


International education 
opportunities open up 


To the editor: 

The federal government will soon make 
available study abroad scholarships for first 
and second-year college students (including 
community college students). 

There is a determined push to alleviate the 
problem of American undergraduate and 
graduate students being inadequately pre- 
pared to meet the challenges posed by in- 
creasing global interaction among nations. 

Accordingly, the federal government is 
asking that American colleges and universi- 
ties assume an expanded role in meeting the 
challenges of international education. 

The game plan: The David L. Boren 
National Security Education Act of 1991, 
signed by President Bush on Dec. 4, 1991 
and amended Oct. 24, 1992 will soon make 
available scholarships, fellowships and grants 
through Title VIII funding. 

For NECC, this means we are steps ahead 
by already having in place study-abroad pro- 
grams and having demonstrated an extraordi- 
nary success rate. 

Thus, our institution and students should 
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readily belong in the qualified pool. Students, 
of course, will need to demonstrate their 
interest, complete the application procedures 
and be selected. The maximum award is 
$8,000 per semester. 

Grand opportunity: For community col- 
leges, this is great news. For years, many of us 
at NECC have been singing the virtues of a 
first-hand, international experience for com- 
munity college students. 

At last, nationwide recognition — though 
still of modest proportion. 

Another area of interest is the funding that 
would be available through Title VII grants 
enabling colleges, including NECC, to estab- 
lish, run and improve programs promoting 
international education. 

While NECC is fairly strong in this area, 
there are a number of ideas we could expand 
and solidify to become the standard bearers. 

Usha Sellars, 
assistant dean, social sciences 


Senate president resigns 


Students should learn from government experience, he says 


To the editor: 

Please be advised I am officially resigning 
as president of the student senate. I feel this is 
an unfortunate situation, but the following 
reasons have forced me into this decision: 

¢ It was my feeling that student senate was 
supposed to be a learning experience. On the 
contrary, I did not learn anything. My only 
contribution was to say, “yes” or “no” or “do 
I hear a motion?” 

¢ The interest in the student senate was 
limited, which resulted in important deci- 
sions being made by only a few students. 
Among the few, the votes seemed to always 
be the same, as well as the same people 


making the motions. 

¢ Student senate members were always 
aware of the issues before they were presented 
at the meetings, They also seemed to know 
what they were going to say before the discus- 
sions were presented. I did not feel this was 
appropriate or fair. 

Again, I feel this is an unfortunate situa- 
tion. [also feel that people should be aware of 
what is taking place in the student senate 
because it is supposed to be a learning expe- 
rience, and the student senate is supposed to 
represent the entire college community. 


Jaime Adames 
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Vietnam surprise 


Clinton’s embargo lift far from perfect 


By PAUL ROBERTS 
Observer Guest Columnist 


y lifting the Vietnam embargo earlier 
B this month, Clinton proved that Com 

merce Secretary Ron Brown is indeed 
the most effective cabinet official. 

Brown, in his former role as chairman of 
the Democratic National Committee, all but 
handed the Democratic nomination to then- 
Gov. Bill Clinton. 

In return, he received a cushy yet influen- 
tial cabinet-level job. And he immediately 
began to exploit his new-found influence; 
prompting a grand jury to investigate a 
$700,000 bribe he took from a Vietnamese 
businessman. 

By lifting the Vietnam embargo, Clinton 
has once again shown his utter contempt for 
the brave men and women of the U.S. mili- 
tary — especially those who believed fighting 
the spread of Communism in South East Asia 
was a worthwhile endeavor. 

While the undeniable economic opportu- 
nities made it inevitable that the embargo 
would be lifted, it shouldn’t have been done 
until Vietnam made more than just a token 
effort to solve the questions concerning Amen- 
can POWs. 

Republican leader and decorated WWII 
veteran, Sen. Robert Dole echoes this senti- 
ment by calling Clinton’s actions, “the wrong 
decision at the wrong time for the wrong 
reasons.” 

Embargo history: The embargo was im- 
posed on North Vietnam in 1964, in response 
to its attacks on South Vietnam. In 1975, 25 
months after the last of the U.S. combat 
troops pulled out of Vietnam, Saigon fell, 
putting all of Vietnam under communist rule, 
and extending the embargo to all of Vietnam. 

In the 19 years since the embargo was 
extended, Americans have failed to come to 
grips with the pain and division that this war 
caused, yet Americans have managed to rally 
around the 2,200-plus Americans missing in 
action. 

During this period, the Vietnamese gov- 
ernment has continued to drag its feet in 
dealing with the issue of American POW- 
MIAs. 

“Many believe Vietnam is not being fully 
forthcoming. But why should they?” Dole 
asked. “While going through the motions on 
POW-MIIAs, Vietnam guessed accurately that 
the administration would give them what it 
wanted.” 

And by giving Vietnam what it wanted, 
Clinton also gave up the only leverage the 
United States had to force the Vietnamese 
government’s cooperation in resolving the 
POW-MIA issue. 

Lifting the embargo has rightfully an- 
gered many Vietnam veterans, including New 
Hampshire Sen. Bob Smith. 

“Bill Clinton refused to serve in Vietnam, 
protested the war and has no military experi- 
ence,” Smith said. “Yet he thinks he under- 
stands Vietnam better than the families who 
have endured years of uncertainty; national 
veteran organizations whose members have 
lost life and limb in defense of America; and 
the majority of former POWs who sacrificed 
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years of their lives in captivity.” 

Military experience: Clinton may not 
have military experience, but, regrettably, the 
military has experience with him. And all of 
it’s bad. 

As part ofa generation that believed world 
peace could be obtained through hugging 
(and promiscuous sex), Clinton has never had 
much use for the armed forces. 

From his early years as a war-protesting 
draft-dodger, up to his recent decision to lift 
the embargo, one thing has remained con- 
stant. 

In all cases, this arrogant Rhodes warrior 
has shown disdain and disrespect for the 
military, all the while keeping his foreign 
policy record intact. 

That record: zero for his presidency. 

During the 1992 campaign, then-candi- 
date Clinton made many promises and, un- 
fortunately, he actually kept two of them. 

Big price: He promised to decimate the 
military to pay for his social programs (or 
socialist, as the case may be), while allowing 
gays in the military, no matter what his own 
military advisers suggested. 

And why? Because he had a campaign debt 
to pay, and that is always more important to 
Clinton than doing what is best for the cou- 
rageous men and women of the U.S. military. 

As commander-in-chief, Clinton has 
proven totally inept. While slashing the mili- 
tary budget, he extended U.S. commitments 
abroad to levels unequal other periods in our 
nation’s history. 

From talking tough to the Bosnian Serbs, 
threatening North Korea with nuclear abomi- 
nation, to the unnecessary and unwelcomed 
intervention in Haiti, it is always the same— 
tough talk without the military backbone to 
follow up on his threats. 

Just like an athlete who talks trash—he talks 
the talk, but can’t walk the walk. 

The hard-liners in the former Soviet Union 
must be shaking their heads, saying, “If com- 
rade Clinton had only been elected 10 years 
earlier, we really would have crushed them.” 

Disrespect begets disrespect: Lifting 
the embargo was a slap in the face to all 
Vietnam veterans, but it was not the first such 
assault on the memory of these often over- 
looked heroes, 

When Clinton gave a speech using the 
Vietnam Wall as a backdrop for his photo 
opportunity, many Vietnam veterans literally 
did to him what he had been figuratively 
doing to them since the late ’60s—they turned 
their backs and gave him the finger. 

While it doesn’t take a Rhodes scholar to 
know that lifting the embargo will be an 
economic boom for Vietnam, Clinton claims 
to have “no idea” of the economic benefits at 
stake. 

The irony is that the man who thinks 
Semper Fi is a fraternity at Oxford, is now 
telling Vietnam veterans he understands Viet- 
nam better than those who answered their 
country’s call to war. 

Maybe as an encore, Clinton will preach 
the joys of monogamy and marital fidelity. 
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“YOUR HONOR- 
MY CLIENT FEELS 
HE IS FULLY 
REHABILITATED — 
AND IS 
PREPARED TO 
PURSUE HIS 
VARIOUS...UH... 
‘HOBBIES’ IN THE 
OUTSIDE WORLD” 


Capital punishment needed now 


Weld asks for 
death penality 


By R. CHRISTOPHER OTOVIC 
Observer Managing Editor 


ome view capital punishment as an “eye- 
for-an-eye or a tooth-for-a-tooth” pro 
cedure. 

They feel that a life taken through crime or 
cold-heartedness deserves retaliation. 

The debate to keep capital punishment 
rages as congressmen and higher government 
officials plead their case on whether or not to 
retain the harsh punishment. 

Numerous questions are raised. When does 
the government kill? Who does it kill? What 
crime is severe enough to deserve the death 
penalty? 

Scared straight: While some states be- 
lieve capital punishment instills fear into pre- 
criminal eyes, others think it doesn’t do a 
damned thing. 

California carries the death penalty. Con- 
victed killers, rapists, arsonists, burglars, etc., 
get their choice on method of execution. 

The state provides capital punishment by 
way of lethal injection or gas. If a major 


Are you in favor of ca 


Carolyn Berry, bus. managment 
“Yes, because they go to jail, get TV 
and educated and then they get out. 
Crime pays.” 


Nerissa Gallo, nursing program 
“Yes, because you would learn from 
other people’s mistakes. The U.S. is 
too passive.” 


| Otto Know 


offender wants to do his deeds anywhere in 
the world, it may as well happen in California, 
where he gets his choice of death. 

Out of 50 states and one district, 39 now 
carry capital punishment. Many include elec- 
trocution and lethal injection or gas. Idaho, 
Oklahoma and Utah installed the firing squad 
and some states continue to hold capital 
punishment the old-fashion way, with hang- 
ings. Out of the states that kill, Arizona holds 
a minimum age of 15; most states don’t carry 
a minimum age. 

No thanks: Out of the many states that 
carry capital punishment, Massachusetts chose 
not to keep its right to execute people, and 
voted not to pick it up again in recent years. 

Now, Gov. William Weld reigns supreme 
at the Statehouse and views capital punish- 
ment as the way to go in the future. 

“Violent crime is terrorizing hard-work- 
ing families and innocent children through- 
out Massachusetts,” Weld said in his plea to 
the state. “It’s about time that cop-killers and 
other violent thugs started having nightmares 
of their own about the death penalty or life 
behind bars.” 

“It also sends a clear message to violent 
offenders — ruin a life, and your life is over,” 


Jeff Downing, earth sciences 

“In specific cases, yes. Such as shoot- 
ing a police officer. I think that 
should be a capital offense.” 


Lt. Governor Paul Cellucci said. 

The Massachusetts action came in response 
to police killings: one a Boston police officer 
and the other a Paxton police chief. 

Solutions: According to Weld’s new bill 
filed to institute a death penalty, the state 
looks for the death penalty on many crimes, 
including murders; killing police officers; con- 
tract killing; killing of judge, juror or witness; 
killing of more than one victim; killing con- 
nected to rape, robbery or invasion of prop- 
erty. 

Weld needs capital punishment to set the 
record straight and make some lives secure 
again. 

A strong argument remains about capital 
punishment. Some say it’s murder- “Who 
gives us the right to take someone’s life?” they 
ask. The question of “do two wrongs make:a 
right?” comes to mind. 

Vengence: Killing a criminal or a mur- 
derer doesn’t give life back to the innocent 
party, but some families do feel satisfaction if 
the guilty receive fatal punishment. 

Installing fear into the eyes of future killers 
remains uncertain with the numerous amounts 
of mall shootings and murders still happen- 
ing. States holding the death sentence con- 
tinue to show up in the news as killers con- 
tinue to kill for no reason. 

During this era, killing continues to shine 
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think twice.” 


Kristen Francis, commerical art 
“Yes, I think a lot of people would 


with the serial killers of yesterday, the infa- 
mous Jeffrey Dahmer, for example. 

Dahmer, famous for all the wrong reasons, 
brutally killed some 13 men and cut off their 
body parts and saved them. 

In front of a Milwaukee court system, he 
pleaded insanity and received four lifetime jail 
sentences. 

Why should taxpayers pay for Jeffrey 
Dahmer and his life term? 

Ironic: Isn’t it funny people pay for crimi- 
nals to spend their lives in jail after the crimi- 
nals put taxpayers through living hell before 
they are captured? 

Infamous murderer Ted Bundy killed nu- 
merous women, and the legal system isn’t 
sure if they have found all of his victims. 

Is capital punishment the right or wrong 
way to deal with murders? 

Enrolling murderers and criminals into 
the service could have won some merit in the 
Gulf War of 1992 when innocent people got 
shoved into the front line of combat; the 
killers of the world replacing the innocent 
battlers of the world would have been a more 
suitable solution. 

Good start: Criminals and serial killers 
impose a serious problem and Weld is taking 
the correct step to alter these precautions, 
looking to better the community by 
institiuting capital punishment. 


unishment? 
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Beth Graham, liberal arts 

“Yes, there would be less crime and 
people would think before they com- 
mit a crime.” 


President responds to student fee increase petition 


To the Editor: 

Thank you for forwarding to my attention 
the petition signed by many of our students 
concerning the recent fee increases. 

I genuinely appreciate the problems stu- 
dents face with respect to increasing tuition 
and fees, and I want to be absolutely clear 
with all of the members of our entire college 
community that here at Northern Essex we 
do not increase tuition or fees unless a) we are 
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mandated to do so by our governing body, 
the Higher Education Coordinating Coun- 
cil, orb) we have determined an increase to be 
absolutely necessary. 

Ideally, as you suggest, such increases 
when they are necessary should occur at the 
start of an academic year and be known well 


enough in advance to be considered in 
planning by current and prospective students 
and factored into the financial aid formula. 
Unfortunately, the increases have tended 
to become necessary when the Common- 
wealth dramatically reduces or otherwise 
strains the college’s budget in the middle ofa 
budget year. In fact, much to our mutual 
dismay, the last three fee increases have oc- 
curred under such difficult circumstances. 


I will be glad to discuss this matter in 
greater depth with the members of the 
student senate at our upcoming meeting. 
I would appreciate it if you would also share 
this response to the petition submitted in 
some appropriate manner, perhaps through 
the Observer. 

Thank you and I look forward to seeing 
you soon. 
John R. Dimitry, NECC president 
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Still waiting 


Proposal to name building 


after John Spurk postponed = 


By TRACY GEEKIE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


he naming of the C-Building for the 
sk: Dr. John Spurk remains unfin- 

ished business more than two years 
after the idea was suggested. 

The proposal has been a source of increas- 
ing debate between certain All College Council 
(ACC) membersand President John Dimitry. 

The debate centers around which campus 
structure is a fitting memorial. 

Paul Bevilacqua, assistant dean, division of 
human service and health professions, be- 
lieves the liberal arts building is the only 
appropriate choice. 

“This building was chosen for a reason,” 
Bevilacqua said. “It’s because of John Spurk’s 
identification with those (liberal arts) areas.” 

Options: The liberal arts building was the 
site suggested at the Dec. 9, 1991 ACC 
meeting, though the question was raised of 
whether a room should instead be consid- 
ered. 

It was not until Jan. 28, 1992, ina memo 
from Dimitry to the late Don Pailes, coordi- 
nating committee chairman, that Lecture Hall 
A was suggested. 

In regard to using Lecture Hall A, 
Bevilacqua said, “It’s not enough. It’s abso- 
lutely insufficient... If John Spurk did not do 
enough to earn the honor ofa building being 
named in his honor, then I don’t know who 
did.” 

In his 24 years of teaching, Spurk com- 
piled an impressive resume. 

His accomplishments include participa- 
tion in the creation of the ACC, participation 
on the accreditation board, and his position as 
assistant dean of the college in the late 1970s. 

Made a difference: Described as both 
unique and influential, Spurk left a lasting 
impression on colleagues and students. 


“He helped the school keep its balance,” 
said John Guarino, professor, department of 
history and government. “That was the main 
feature about him.” 

Spurk’s contributions to NECC are indis- 
putable. In question is the indecisiveness con- 
cerning the proposal’s progress. Some argue 
if the proposal reached the school’s board of 
trustees, it would be approved. 

The proposal, however, is not likely to 
advance until late spring. Dimitry feels it 
would be premature to reach a decision at this 
time. 

Proper decisions: “I want the board to 
first adopt a policy, and once they have the 
policy then I’ll present them with John Spurk’s 
name for an appropriate building or interior 
space,” he said. 

“T hope by the April or May board meet- 
ing, I'll have a policy for the board.” 

As recorded in the ACC meeting of April 
26, 1993, asix-member ad hoc committee of 
the coordinating committee formed to create 
such a policy. 

Members would meet the president’s re- 
quirements prior to naming a building. 

At that time, the council accepted a mo- 
tion concerning a general statement of policy 
and the procedure for naming a building or 
space. 

Acknowledgement needed: The state- 
ment indicates that in order for an individual 
to be nominated for a building dedication, 
“ (his/her) contribution and impact must 
also have been publicly recognizedbythe col- 
lege community and the community at large.” 

Bevilacqua and Guarino, both ad hoc com- 
mittee members, believe they have met the 
president’s demands. 

“We produced a series of guidelines, ran 
them through the ACC...the people approved 
the guidelines and then pursuant to the guide- 
lines, nominated John Spurk,” Guarino said. 


Beh. 


Too soon to tell 
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JOHN SPURK, late NECC professor, may be honored with a building or space 


dedica ed to his name. 


of the president's initial concerns we’ve 
taken care of.” 

Despite this, the recommendation of the 
naming of C-Building has not been made to 
the board of trustees. 

“T’ve been here for 19 years and I’ve never 
recommended a single building be named for 
an individual,” Dimitry said. “There’s got to 
be a policy to cover it, or in effect, a law and 


the law then should influence almost include 
or exclude certain people.” 

Asked whether he would favor the dedica- 
tion ofa building oran interior space, Dimitry 
said he couldn’t respond until after;a policy 
was developed. 

If passed, the building dedication would 
be only the second in the college’s history. 


Transfer here to 
where you want 


Paul said. 


College Council. 


Pailes-from page | 


someone to teach his more-advanced classes,” Paul said. 
Teachers are often too busy to spend extra time with students, 
but Pailes was different. 
“He always was staying late to help anyone who needed him,” 


“Many times Pailes would buy things with his own money so 
that his students would have better equipment in the classroom.” 

Pailes’ teaching technique made his classes interesting. 

“I'd watch him teach,” Landry said. “And he would take apart 
a piece he has done a thousand times before, but he would do it with 
such enthusiasm that it looked like it was an adventure for him as 
well as the students.” 

Devoted: Aside from teaching, Pailes dedicated much of his 
time to different committees and served as chairman of the All 


“He was so involved in NECC and willingly gave up his free time 
to help the school in any way he could, ” Robert McDonald, dean 
of academic affairs, said. 

Recently, with talk of the early retirement bill flying, many 


teachers look upon the idea of retirement as something positive. 
Most of us can’t wait to retire, stated Dennis Kepner, department 
of computer sciences. When Kepner asked Pailes a little while back 
what he thought of early retirement, Pailes reportedly said he loved 
his job and didn’t want to retire for a long time. 

“Definitely a no-nonsense kind of guy on the surface, but 
underneath, he is a pussy cat,” Kepner said. 

Upon entering his office, stacks of papers line the floor. File 
cabinets were piled high with computer books and parts. Among all 
the papers, pictures of the Pailes family hang with pride from plastic 
fruit magnets. 

Good friends: Along with an overwhelming sense of family, 
Pailes had an infinite number of supporters in his corner. When 
walking through the science and math department, everyone has a 
good word for Pailes. 
ip “Once you got to know him, he would do just about anything 
for you,” Paul said. 

Donald W. Pailes leaves behind his wife of 34 years, Doris; three 
daughters, Rebeccah Pailes-Friedman, Dorien Keusseyan and 
Kathryn Pailes; one son, Aaron Pailes; and one grandson, Dakota. 

Funeral services were held last Wednesday at the Brewitt Funeral 
Home in Exeter, N.H. 

Donations can be made to NECC, c/o the Donald W. Pailes 
Memorial Scholarship. 
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The evaluation is conducted through a 
budget request form that each club and orga- 
nization is required to submit. The form asks 
questions pertaining to the club’s goals and 
objectives, how it has increased student aware- 
ness and participation, and the expenditure of 
funds. 

Those clubs and organizations marked for 
cuts have a chance to appeal the senate’s 
decision. The student leaders and advisers can 
meet with the finance committee to discuss 
alternatives. 

Same story: Such was the case with last 
year’s budget cuts, when the athletic depart- 
ment was denied funding aid for the NECC 
golf team. Jack Hess, director of athletics, 
appealed the decision, but the senate denied 
his request. He later obtained funds from 
other sources on campus. 

Presently, fiscal year 94 has a budget of 
$307, 260. The athletic department receives 
the largest portion of the budget at 28.6 
percent, the equivalent of $87,980. After 
athletics, student activities takes about 19.2 
percent, and then communications ( Observer), 
with 16.2 percent. 

This is a considerably smaller budget then 
the previous fiscal year ‘93, with a budget of 
$323,000. As for the upcoming budget, the 
outlook is bleak. : 
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“Based on preliminary figures, it looks like 
everyone going to take a hit,” Signorelli said. 
Still, it is undecided what areas will fall victim 
to cuts. 

Lengthy process: After the student senate 
approves a plan, it then goes to Signorelli. If 
he OKs it, it then finds its way through the 
offices of Joe Brown, dean of administrative 
services, and President John R. Dimitry. Fi- 
nally, the plan is presented to the board of 
trustees. 

Designing and implementing the budget 
is a cumbersome task. A finance committee, 
a division of the student senate composed of 
both new and veteran senators have the task 
of analyzing and designing the budget. They 
later presentit to the entire senate for voting. 

The budgeting process started in early 
February with the budget request forms, and 
will continue through the approval stages 
until August, when it is scheduled for review 
with the trustees. The student senate, how- 
ever, will make their final decision by late 
April. 

Government changes: Seven new senate 
positions opened up from normal changes in 
student lives, such as school plans, family and 
job schedules, etc.. Signorelli notes, however, 
that the change in staff can be beneficial. 

“T think these kind of changes are really 


aked goods 


EDIBLES ARE SOLD In C-bullding’S 
students. 


good for the senate,” Signorelli said. “It’s 
good to have new people and new ideas, as in 
any organization.” 

The senate is divided proportionally by 
enrollment into five different areas, each rep- 
resenting various programs of the college. 


E. Floudaras photo 
lobby by American Sign language 


The new senators representing the liberal 
arts area are: Marina Cardoso, David Doctor, 
Larry Medolo, Michael Sharrow and 
Alexander Vannet. New in the technology 
area is Mary Twomey, and representing the 
Lawrence area is Julio Malonado. 


Hispanic cultural club pushes diversity 


By PAUL CARTEIRO 
Observer Staff Reporter 


The Hispanic Cultural Club commemorates 
the independence of the Dominican Repub- 
lic February at NECC. 

The commemoration marks the 150 year 
anniversary of the nation’s independence from 
Haiti on Feb. 27, 1844. 

Among the festivities is an exhibition of 
Dominican painters at the Lawrence campus 
running through March 14. 

Enlightenment: “The paintings reflect the 
Dominican culture,” said Bernardo Almonte, 
club president. 

Many club members say the paintings are 
due to their characterization of human expe- 
riences and emotion. 

Lissette Santiago, club member, said, 
“Some of the paintings are very emotional.” 

“The reason for these activities are to 
bring the Dominican culture to the Merri- 
mack Valley,” Almonte said. 

All included: Although the presentations 
will be on the Dominican Republic, club 
members believe the entire Hispanic commu- 
nity will benefit from attending. 

“This commemoration will not only rep- 


resent Dominicans, but the whole Hispanic 
community,” Almonte said. 

In upcoming months, the hispanic cul- 
tural club plans to commemorate other na- 
tions. 

“In the future, we hope to celebrate the 
independence days of other countries,” said 
Rosario Garcia, club secretary.” 

The club hopes the activities will encour- 
age people from all backgrounds to experi- 
ence Dominican culture and understand some 
customs and traditions practiced by Domini- 
cans. 

Harmony: “The purpose of these events is 
to encourage the unity ofall cultures,” Garcia 
said. 

Club members invite all NECC students 
and staff to participate in the commemora- 
tion. 

Among other activities planned by the 
club is a trip to Washington, D.C. during 
spring break, and a spring dance on March 5 
at 8 p.m. on the Lawrence campus. 

Check campus bulletin boards for times 
and locations or call 373-6961. 

For information on the club, contact Peter 
Flynn, professor, department of behavior sci- 
ences, at ext. 3683. 
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for about 20 years. When planning the 
presentation, his brother Danilo, a well- 
known artist in the Dominican Republic, 
decided he wanted to get involved. He 
mentioned the exhibit to other Domini- 
can artists and they sent up paintings. 

“One reason for the exhibit is to ex- 
pose my work,” he said. “ I keep hearing 
people say that Lawrence doesn’t have 
culture. I want to bring it.” 

Growing program: The activities com- 
mittee plans to make the art shows more 
a part of the Lawrence campus. The group 
is working on a brochure that would 
include a map of an art trail connecting 
various exhibits. Many permanent exhib- 
its hang on all three floors of the building, 
leaving the area in the main lobby for the 
changeable exhibits. 

Signorelli said all students should get a 
taste of different types of art. With the 


brochure coming out by the beginning 
of the fall semester, the activities commit- 
tee hopes to have two or three solid 
shows per semester. 

New exhibit: The National Woman’s 
History Project Poster Collection, orga- 
nized by the Academic Services Depart- 
ment, will be on display next month in 
Lawrence. 

The collection of woman’s history 
posters ranging from 1983-94 includes 
such works as Weaving the Stories of our 
Lives and In Every Generation, Action 
Frees Our Dreams. 


Spanish video presentations of docu- 
mentaries on the Dominican Republic’s 
culture, history, and dictatorship era will 
also be presented at both the Lawrence 
and Haverhill campuses throughout Feb- 


ruary. 
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nel problem.” 

Too much work: Norman Landry, dean of 
student affairs, said the difficulties in the early 
retirement plan are fuller classrooms and more 
work for administrators. 

“T think any burden on the faculty that stay 
will take the form of probably having more 
students in their classes,” he said. “On the 
administrative side, I think there will be a lot 
more work for a lot fewer people. If we want 
to keep up all that were doing at the quality 
that we do it, it’s going to be very difficult.” 

Joe Brown, dean of administration, said 
everyone recognizes the benefits of the early 
retirement plan, but he has been hearing 
about it for years. 

“Tl believe it when I see it,” he said: 

Side effects: Brown said the quality of the 
instruction, according to Tom Fallon, direc- 
tor of institutional research, would suffer 
initially, but benefit NECC in the long run. 

Dimitry said NECC may see other changes 
if House 1 passes, 

“TI just signed a letter to our legislative 
delegation telling them why I think it (House 
1) is basically a very good set of recommenda- 
tions for NECC,” he said. “And I think it will 
be good for all of higher education.” 

Included in House One is a policy called 
formula funding. The program focuses on 
student-driven enrollment, and high or low 


cost programs. 

Look to the past: Another recommenda- 
tion is finding adjustments based on historic 
inequities. Some colleges receive more money 
than they deserve, Dimitry said, and some 
less. Weld wants to redistribute the money to 
colleges based on past inequities. 

“That’s a tough political issue,” he said. 
“But I give him (Weld) full credit for pushing 
it.” 

Weld also introduced a strategic initiative 
fund where $4 million would be allocated to 
community colleges, nearly all of it going 
toward economic development and job cre- 
ation. 

Optimistic: Dimitry is reluctant to esti- 
mate how much of the state-allocated money 
NECC will receive next year, but he said 
according to the governor’s recommenda- 
tions, NECC will receive more than average 
because it has typically been underfunded. 

Even if state allocations exceed recent 
totals, the effects will not be felt until the fall 
semester. 

“Though the new fiscal year officially be- 
gins July 1, state allocations show up the day 
after Labor day,” Dimitry said. 


Chancellor Koplik will visit the Bentley 
library April 8, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., to dis- 
cuss House 1. 


NECC’s faculty exchange program con- 
tinues this semester with Ann Laszlo, 
United States history professor and part- 
time English teacher, traveling to Slovokia 
to teach at the University of Agriculture in 
Nitra. 

Laszlo will teach advanced English and 
an introduction to United States history, 
although she was a bit unsure of her actual 
teaching schedule and/or curriculum be- 
fore she left. She will also be looking, on 
behalf of the college, for other areas to 
strengthen this working relationship. 

The faculty exchange program is part 
of an ever-growing association between 
Northern Essex and the University and 
Slovokia. The faculty exchange began last 
semester with the visit of Professor 
Ludmilla Madarova, who assisted at the 
college’s English as a second language 
center and guest lectured. Madarova will 
sponsor Laszlos in Slovokia. 

Last November a memo was sent to 
full-time NECC faculty asking if anyone 
was interested in being an exchange pro- 
fessor. Laszlo, who has taught for over 30 


years, lost no time signing up. 

“T love adventure, I have done a lot of 
traveling in the Third World countries, 
Eastern Europe, Africa and China. I also 
visited Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary 
and Romania, all before the collapse of the 
Iron Curtain. This will be my first time 
teaching abroad, however,” Laszlo said. 

In addition to teaching, Laszlo, of 
Exeter, N.H., looks forward to getting to 
know Slovakia. 

“This is really a wonderful opportunity 
to get to know the country andits people,” 
she said. 

The Vermont native, will also continue 
work on an ongoing project of document- 
ing church interiors. She is particularly 
excited to try to track down Slovak influ- 
ences brought to Vermont by immigrants 
from Sweden, Italy, Czechoslovakia and 
Slovakia. 

At some point during her visit Laszlo 
will be reunited with her son, who is 
studying architecture at Montana State 
university and will be in Europe on a field 
trip. She will return to the states in June. 
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Gallaudet funds 
continue in ’94 


NECC has received a $141,157 grant 
from Gallaudet University in Washing- 
ton, D.C. to continue funding of the 
Gallaudet University Regional Center 
at the college. 

Located on the Haverhill campus, 
the regional center covers New En- 
gland and New York, providing 
trainings, programs and services for 
deaf adults, the parents of deaf 
children, professionals who work 
with the deaf and hard-of-hearing, 
and members of the public who have 
contact with deaf and hard-of-hearing 
people as part of their jobs. 

“[’'m proud that Gallaudet Uni- 
versity, the most prestigious college 
for the deaf in this country, has once 
again chosen Northern Essex to offer 
their services in this region,” said John 
R. Dimitry, NECC president. 

The Gallaudet University Regional 
Center opened in June 1980. Since 
then, the center has offered credit 
courses, workshops, other learning ex- 
periences for parents and their deaf 
children, a lecture series, technical 
assistance, resource referrals, a library 
of videotapes on issues relating to deaf 
and hard-of-hearing people, and much 
more. 

“Our goal is to provide a variety of 
programs and trainings which will 
help enrich the lives of deaf and hard 
-of-hearing people,” said Kathleen 
Vesey, center director. 


Kelley attends 
Japan conference 


Leading educators in the greater Bos- 
ton and northern Massachusetts area 
recently attended the week long 
Kumon’s 35th Anniversary Conference 
in Tokyo, Japan. 

David Kelley, Kumon advocate and 
assistant dean of instructional support 
services at NECC, joined colleagues 
from around the world to share ideas 
and stories relating to the “Kumon 
Method” of learning. 

“Kumon is a method that addresses 
the gaps in learning math which may 
lead children and adults to a high level 
of math anxicty and ultimately to a self- 
fulfilling prophecy of math failure,” 
Kelley said. 

In its simplest definition, the 
“Kumon Method” addresses math and 
reading programs for remediation and, 
for those already strong in these sub- 
jects, enrichment. 

These programs are the core offer- 
ing at Kumon’s after-school learning 
centers, of which there are approxi- 
mately 20,000 around the world, 1,000 
in North America and 75 in New En- 
gland. 


Brochures win 
activities award 


NECC’s student activities office re- 
cently received a first-place award for 
a series of seven brochures highlight- 
ing opportunities for students. 

The brochures earned top place in 
the student and staff designed bro- 
chures category in annual awards 
presented by the National Association 
for Campus Activities. 

Campus events coordinator Will- 
iam Harold accepted the award for the 
student activities staff at an NACA 
conference recently in Danvers. He 
credited Arthur Signorelli, director of 
student activities at the college, for the 
compilation and organization of the 
information; Joseph LeBlanc, faculty 
adviser to the college’s student news- 
paper, for the brochure design, and 
members of last year’s student senate 
and student organizations for provid- 
ing the text. 


Art show opens in Haverhill 


Display outlines history of small screen; jazz exhibit up next 


By SCOTT FERREN 
Assistant Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Television has become an art form. 

Getting the Picture: The Growth of Televi- 
sion in America is now on display in the 
library’s gallery. The exhibit includes visual 
displays of television’s history and how the 
medium affected American culture. 

On loan from the Smithsonian Institution 
Traveling Exhibition Service, the exhibit in- 
corporates themes of crisis, triumph and trag- 
edy, as well as international developments 
and political upheavals, such as the unfolding 
of Watergate and the Vietnam War. 

Picture perfect: The exhibit illustrates 
how television records history as it has hap- 
pened. 

It also includes such household names as 
comics Red Skelton, Jackie Gleason and 
Imogine Coca 

Arthur Signorelli, director of student ac 
tivities, and William Harold, campus events 


coordinator, initiated the exhibit 


“Our goal with the gallery is to have a 
number of different exhibits addressing a lot 
of different issues and interests,” Signorelli 


said 
More coming: The gallery will change 
exhibits every month, and four are planned 


Television’s past 


“The exhibit incorporates 
themes of crisis, trinmph, 
and tragedy as well as 
international develop- 
ments...” 


for the spring semester. 

“The next one is Portraits from the Golden 
Age of Jazzand after that is Long Road Up the 
Hill: Afro-Americans in the US Congress,” 
Signorelli said. 

The television exhibit has been planned 
for some time. 

“That was my idea,” Signorelli said. “It 
was an exhibit we had scheduled a few years 
back 

“It comes from the Smithsonian, so in 
order to get the exhibits from there we some 
times have to book them three to four years in 
advance.” 

The television exhibit is on display until 
the end of the month 


re’s the remote? 

A. Calati photo. 
BENTLEY LIBRARY houses an art ex- 
hibit exploring the history of television 
this month in the gallery. 


Television’s influence seen in class 


By BRUCE D. BARON 
Observer Features Editor 


fter a full day of classes and a long 
drive home, the door opens and the 
microwave pops out dinner. After 


eating comes homework - not! 

American society has been weaned on 
television for over 30 years. It gets a quick-fix 
of information and entertainment daily from 
this talking box. And, it’s not the small world 
we sang about as children; it’s a large and 
complicated place where if you fail to pay 
attention, mistakes are made. 

But, does TV have any redeemable value 
in America’s educational system, or does it 
dissuade students from reading, resulting in 
students who become more ignorant genera- 
tion by generation? 


Numb: James Gustafson, a professor of 


philosophy at NECC for 24 years, said, “There 
are exceptions and the word ignorant is a bit 
of an exaggeration, but in essence, it is obvi- 
ously true. ” 

Television so captivates kids that schools 


have began widespread implementation of 


the educational channel into their curricu- 
lum, such as Channel 1. 

Barbara Rozman, who works in the ESL 
office, is weary of TV as a teaching tool. 

“TV can be good practice (for ESL stu- 
dents) but not to help them learn,” she said. 
“TV can never take the place of a class or 
conversation, but itis good listening practice. 


Watching and listening is so one-sided.” 

Chet Hawrylciw, director of humanities 
and communications, and a part-time teacher, 
said, “I think everyone would agree that 
television has changed American culture con- 
siderably in the post WWII years. 

Shifting priorities: “In an educational 
sense, we are definitely becoming a nation of 
TV watchers and no longer book readers. 
From the first graduating class at Harvard to 
the latest graduating class, the teachers have 
been complaining that students aren’t as good 
as they were years ago, that much is constant 
in American education.” 

Could television be the harmless distrac- 
tion it appears to be? 

Judith C. Tye, NECC coordinator of early 
childhood education, said, “Unfortunately, a 
violent society just gives kids violent pictures. 
Kids are plunked down in front of the TV with 
no adult supervision. Many programs show- 
case bizarre circumstances such as talk-shows 
and soap operas; this is just not reality.” 

Tye admits that TV does have its place. 

“More appropriate for children would be 
Sesame Streetand the After school Specials, but 
I still prefer blocks, Playdough and creative 
materials for children.” 

Do age and wisdom help students control 
their penchant for instant entertainment, 
which they feel can’t come from reading? 

“T deal mostly with women,” Tye said. 
“The non-traditional students make the best 
students because they want to be here and are 
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much more motivated. High school students 
that come her are much more unaware of 
what is going on.” 

Students themselves agree TV is getting a 
fair share of their time, even to the point of 
being detrimental to their studies. 

Admission: “I watch TV for entertain- 
ment and news, and because its more interest- 
ing than homework,” Jeff Wholley said. “My 
parents are definitely better schooled than | 
am, by my own choice, to some degree.” 

The quote of the day comes from Rob 
Infinger, who simply said, “I don’t own a 
TV,” as he momentarily looked up from a 
textbook. 


Carey 6 
Bookstore 


HA“) 134 Newton Rd. 
‘0 (Route 108), Plaistow 


(603) 382-5506 


used 


and f 
back 


Ne Ww 


paper 


y) y 

Y Hours: Vy) 

; Mon. & Tues. 10 AM -6 PM 

Wed. & Thur. 10 AM -8 PM 
Fri. 10 AM -9 PM 

. Saturday 10 AM -6 PM 

Sunday 11AM -5 PM 


THe, geet: Y 


Observer Campus News 7 
Sedimentary, my dear Watson 


Workshops increase student’s abilities by using the earth’s resources 


ost educators agree improve- 
ments could be made in the way 
science is taught in this country. 


For a number of reasons, American chil- 
dren lose interest in science by the time they 
are ready to make career choices. 

Francis Champoux, math department pro- 
fessor, is doing his part to help change this 
trend. y 

Helping out: He has developed a series of 
workshops to enhance the teaching of earth 
science at the middle-school level. 

Using the Merrimack River as his theme 
and focus, he demonstrated his methods to 
2,000 teachers from across the country as part 
ofa five-session interactive broadcast running 
on the Mass Learn Pike. 

The good news about Champoux’s meth- 
ods: they don’t involve expensive equipment 
or reinventing the system. 

By using simple tools such as plastic tubes 
and sifters, and natural resources such as dirt 
and water, Champoux presents a series of 
laboratory experiments that provide a logical 
explanation for the formation of sediments 
and sedimentary rocks. 

Tests: For example, when a cup of ordi- 
nary dirt is poured into a four foot plastic tube 
filled with water, the dirt separates in the 
bottom of the tube in layers of pebbles, sand, 
silt and clay, exactly like it would in nature. 

Following the laboratory experiments, 
Champoux brings his viewers to the Merri- 
mack River and demonstrates how field trips 
can complement the classroom. 

“The river is a wonderful resource for 
science teachers,” Champoux said. “The class- 
room and laboratory work will provide the 
basic principles, and then a visit to the river 
will help students see the practical application 
of what they have been learning.” 

Champoux believes earth science pro- 
vides an important foundation for advanced 
studies in the sciences and also helps students 
learn to think logically. 

“With earth science experiments, students 
observe a process and then have to be able to 
tell what happened,” he said. “They are learn- 
ing knowledge which can be applied to a 
career in science and thinking skills which will 
be applicable to almost any field of study.” 

Thinking: Asked to come up with a name 
for his series, Champoux quickly thought of 
“Tt’s Sedimentary, My Dear Watson.” 

“My series is supposed to be fun for teach- 
ers and students, and accessible,” Champoux 
said. “I felt that title would start us off with a 
smile.” 

A Salem, N.H. resident, Champoux has 


Creative experiments 
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REPRODUCING THE NATURAL process of silt, rock and sand layering is Francis 


Champoux. 

been a NECC faculty member for 25 years, 
teaching geology, meteorology and earth sci- 
ences. He coordinated and taught workshops 
for teachers in the Merrimack Valley for the 
past eight years, and conducted numerous 
earth science field trips for area middle school 
students. 


This program was made possible by a 
$54,060 grant received from the Massachu- 
setts Higher Education Coordinating Coun- 
cil and the Dwight D. Eisenhower Math- 
ematics and Science Education Program. 

It is also part of the Merrimack River 
Valley Investigations in Science Project. 
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Observer Briefs 


Nurses score 
100 on exams 


NECC registered nursing graduates 
scored a 100 percent passing rate on 
the National Council Licensure Ex- 
aminations for Registered Nurses of- 
fered this July, according to figures 
recently released by the Massachusetts 
State Board of Nursing. 

“We are pleased but not sur- 
prised by the success of our registered 
nursing graduates,” said John R. Dim- 
itry, NECC president, “We have avery 
thorough, demanding program, and 
our students are extremely motivated.” 

Forty-nine graduates of NECC’s 
day registered nursing program took 
this year’s examinations. This group 
was the fourth class in the history of 
Northern Essex’s registered nursing 
programs to score a 100 percent pass- 
ing rate. 

Sylvia Hallsworth, the college’s 
director of registered nursing, is proud 
that graduates have been so successful 
on an exam given to all registered 
nursing graduates. 

“Our associate degree graduates 
are taking the same exam as graduates 
of four-year bachelorette programs,” 
she said. 

The college’s registered nursing 
program was started in 1968. In addi- 
tion to the day program, which is de- 
signed to be completed in two years, 
the college offers a2 1/2 year evening 
program anda 12-month program for 
licensed practical nurses or others with 
a background in the health field. 


New scholarship 
honors Raney 


NECC, along with the friends and 
family of the late professor Margaret 
Raney of Lowell, has established the 
Raney Family Scholarship Fund in 
memory of Margaret Raney, who 
passed away in April 1993 after a long 
illness, and of her son, Joseph, who 
died in a boating accident in 1989. 

Raney, who was the chairperson of 
the department of office technology 
played an important role in the 
development of the department and 
nurtured thousands of students in her 
17 years at the college. 

“Raney’s presence will be missed 
here at the college, both as chairperson 
and, as professor at Northern Essex,” 
said Jean Poth, assistant dean. 

The two separate scholarships will 
be awarded yearly to outstanding 
students studying in the office skills 
program. 


Billboard space 
promotes safety 


Ackerley Communications of 
Stoneham donated ten billboards to 
NECC to be used by “Project Safe 
Ride,” a grant program funded by 
the Governor’s Highway Safety Bu- 
reau. : 

Copy and artwork for the bill- 
boards, which are located throughout 
the Merrimack Valley, were created 
free of charge by the Boston adyertis; 
ing agency, Ingalls, Quinn and Johnson. 

The billboard promotes child safety 
by encouraging the use of seatbelt and 
infant car seats. 

“The importance of getting this 
message Out to the public cannot be 
stressed enough. Too many young 
lives have been needlessly lost or al- 
tered by not taking whatisa simple and 
effective safety measure,” said Marilois 
Walker, coordinator of the “Project 
Safe Ride.” 


It pays to advertise in the 
NECC Observer. Call ext. 
2634 today! 
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Campeona del cambio logra meta 


Por PARRY HEADRICK 
Editor del Observer 
(Traduccion: POE M. O’NORIS) 


lla no busca problemas. Si usted 
fk averigua vera que no. Pero aquella 
madre de tres nifios posee la voz mas 
aguda que NECC hatenido por largo tiempo. 

Vislumbrando la atencién de facultad y 
administraci6n, Guillermina Estévez elev el 
estandarte en favor de sus compajfieros de 
ESL. 

Cansada de veraulas congestionadas, limite 
de espacio en el Centro de Inglés y la forma 
discriminatoria en que se maneja ESL, Estévez 
desafid el otofo pasado al presidente del 
NECC, John R. Dimitry a que mejore el 
programa ESL. 

“-Por qué tienen los estudiantes de ESL 
que recibir trato diferente a los demas 
estudiantes,” pregunta. “Solo quiero que se 
haga lo correcto.” “Lo correcto” se refiere a 
una peticion suya que critica la administracion 
NECC por pasar por alto la comunidad ESL. 
Ella obtuvo mas de 300 firmas de estudiantes, 
con las cuales se dirigié a la oficina de Dimitry 
a buscar una explicaci6n sobre el asunto. “El 
dijo estar sorprendido con la peticion,” asegura 
Estévez. “Pero no sabia de las incomodidades 
del Centro de Ingles.” 

Unos 130 estudiantes de ESL deben recibir 
instrucciOn adicional a sus clases regulares. El 
espacio del local para dicha instruccién -con 
ochoasientos- es comparable al de un vehiculo 
grande, 

Mientras las aulas de ESL se han despejado, 
el problema del Centro de Inglés no ha sido 
resuelto. “Todos me preguntan cuando vamos 
a obtener el local prometido,” dice Estévez. 
“Nadie sabe cuando.” Dimitry respondio a la 
peticion de Estévez en carta dirigida al NECC 
Observer. El escribié sobre planes para reducir 
el cupo por clase (unos 39 estudiantes 
compartian cada aula), y asignar un espacio 
amplio al laboratorio.” 


Temporalmente, aumentaremos el espacio 
disponible el el campo de Haverhill para un 
laboratorio de ESL,” explic6. “En primavera 
se asignara un cuarto a ESL equivalente al 
espacio de los centros de escritura y lectura.” 

¢Qué tipo de persona genera la publicidad 
que garantiza una respuesta presidencial 
impresa? 

Mark Palermo, profesor asociado de ESL, 
dice que Estévez es una estudiante activa, 
poseedora de llama que la enardece. Por eso 
no teme afrontar las cosas que considera 
injustas. 

“Posee un vigor natural,” dice Palermo. 
“Guilly es de las personas que expresan lo que 
sienten ante lo injusto. La Biblia dice: ‘No 
dejes que se oculte el sol sobre tu angustia’, 
porende, lo que sale de tu mente es saludable.” 

Estévez en si no alude a citas biblicas; ella, 
en cambio, resalta el comentario halagador de 
Palermo. 

“Alguien debe expresarse en cuanto a los 
problemas de ESL,” dice ella. “Muchos han 
pasado por el sistema ESL y nunca hicieron 
algo por mejorarlo, asi que ya puse mi parte. 
Los de ESL deben ser tratados igual que los 
otros estudiantes, por eso merezco yo gozar 
de esa ecuanimidad.” 

Estévez es oriunda de la Republica 
Dominicana. Se traslad6 a Nueva York a los 
18 aos cuando su padre era empleado en 
negocios de muebles y su madre laboraba en 
sastreria. 

Aunque asegura haber estado bién, se 
traslad6 a los Estados Unidos para cubrir 
demandas financieras. Sus padres querian 
mejor vida para ella. Al principio no le gust6 
el cambio, pero se fue acostumbrando., “Era 
infeliz cuando llegué a los Estados Unidos,” 
dice. Pero sabia que no habia tantas 
oportunidades en la Reptiblica Dominicana. 
Oportunidad es la palabra clave.Estévez 
considera que todos deben tener igual 
oportunidad de triunfar. 

“Si tuve un deseo,” dice, “fue para que la 
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gente deje de ignorarme. Hay gente que me 
habla como si fuese yo una basura. Sé que soy 
buena.” Nadie la escatima en la escuela, y la 
administracion NECC recibe mas y mas 
presion de ella. 

A pesar de que maneja su auto hacia la 
escuela desde Lawrence, simpatiza con los 
estudiantes afectados porlo que Estévez llama 
“transportacion pobre.” Dice que NECC 
esta atrasado en lo que se refiere a transporte 
de Lawrence a Haverhill. 

“La mayor parte de colegios no tienen 
problemas para transportar estudiantes,” dice. 
“Yo manejo hacia la escuela, pero no hay 
razon para que otros pierdan una hora hacia 
sus clases. Las guaguas los recoge y luego 
viajan una hora por Lawrence antes de ir a 
Haverhill.” 

Al preguntarse a Palermo por qué una 
mujer de 33 afos de Andover establece este 
litigio contra la administracién acerca de 
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problema de transporte entre Lawrence y 
Haverhill, cuando ella posee un carro, él dice 
que Estévez es modelo de esperanza. 

“El ver estudiantes en liderazgo y 
fortaleciéndose, me hace palpitar,” dice. 
“Pienso que éso es lo que salvara este pais, si 
no es tarde. Es lo que ha de rescatarnos del 
fuego.” 

Amigos de la naciente lider no se 
sorprenden ante su ardor. Su compafiera 
Connie Santer no contiene la risa cuando se le 
pregunta acerca del caracter de Estévez. 
“Cuando esa dama tiene algo en la mente 
trata de lograrlo. Ella lucha por lo correcto en 
forma correcta.” 

Santer y Estévez gozaron momentos 
inolvidables. Estévez es el reflejo de la 
responsabilidad. 

“Somos muy amigas,” dice Santer. Hace 
diez anos cuando yo estaba separada de mi 
esposo, le dije: “Guilly, vamos a hacer el papel 
de solteras esta noche — aquello fue gracioso. 
Nos fuimos a tomar y bailar. Conocimos 
personas que nos dieron sus nimeros 
telefénicos. Nunca las llamamos. Esa noche la 
barra se quemo. Lo supimos al otro dia y ello 
nos caus6 una risa loca.” 

Diez afios después, Estévez pasa las noches 
cuidando sus hijos. Su preocupacién por 
educarlos se refleja en el fluente vocabulario, 
comprensi6n y desco de los nifos de entablar 
conversacién. El mayorcito dice estar 
agradecido. A los ocho affos de edad, Kalish, 
de tercer grado y futuro Ninja, dice que su 
madre es buena.” 

“Ella es inteligente,” dice, “y quiere que 
todos en su escuela sean inteligentes. Lo que 
mas me agrada de ella es su juego de tablero 
conmigo, y el saber que nunca me dejé solo 
cuando era infante. Siempre me cuid6.” 

Diez anos después de aquellas corazonadas 
en aquella barra, la idea de “un buen 
momento” se traduce a “una noche mas con 
los niftos.” “Mi idea de una noche perfecta 
hoy es llevar a los ninos (de 8, 7 y 4 afios) al 
cine. Y cuando volvemos a casa me gusta 
hablarles de la pelicula que vimos mientras les 
preparo comida. Entonces los acusto y 
descanso.” 

Aunque una noche con los nifos puede 
resultaraburrida, Estévez se goza en losencillo. 
El descanso al final de un dia duro es su 
galardon. 

Aquella madre y estudiante posce caracter 
altruista. Al ver la comida en su mesa se siente 
desafiada como recipiente de bienestar 
publico. En fin, no quiere aquello. “No me 
gusta recibir asistencia ,” dice. “Por eso estoy 
en la universidad; ando en pos de una carrera. 
Por eso deseo que mis hijos se eduquen.” 

Estévez espera encontrar empleo como 
terapista fisica. Sus padres la animaron a 
conquistar lo mejor. El mismo deseo late en 
ella para sus hijos. 

Su trabajo en NECC es ejemplo de sus 
ideas sobre la igualdad. Junto a aquel suefio 
con el triunfo de sus hijos, en Estévez vive 
otro objetivo. 

“Algin dia quiero hablar inglés 
perfectamente,” expresa. “Ese dia habré de 
mirar a los ojos a algtin americano sin que esos 
ojos pasen desapercibidos; entonces, alli mi 
orgullo.” 


We want to be your 
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Clases de ESL limitadas a 25 


Por PARRY HEADRICK 
Editor del Observer 
(Trad.: POE M. O’NORIS) 


| as aulas para ensefanza de inglés (ESL) del NECC, 


que el semestre pasado excedieran el cupo estudiantil, 
ahora parecen holgadas. 

Elsemestre pasado hubo controversias en tornoal programa 
cuando la estudiante de inglés Guillermina Estévez formul6é 
una peticion sobre la necesidad de aulas espaciosas y de mas 
profesores. Algunas clases tenian 39 estudiantes, cosa que 
frustraba alumnado y educadores. 

Apretujados: “Hay que buscar una solucion,” dice Estévez, 
“muchos perdiamos el tiempo en esas aulas. ¢COmo nos 
educamos si en las clases no recibimos respuesta alguna a 
nuestras preguntas?” 

La mayoria de los estudiantes de ESL deben recibir 
instruccion adicional a sus clases. 

No obstante, el semestre pasado hubo mas de 130 
estudiantes en busca de instruccién en el Centro de Ingles 
(ESL) en Haverhill, los que se vieron obligados a competir por 
uno de ocho asientos disponibles. 

En respuesta a la peticién ya publicidad adversa al programa, 
John R. Dimitry, Presidente de NECC, provey6 una carta al 
NECC Observer con la intencidn de ventilar el asunto. 
Dimitry manifestaba su deseo de actuar sin titubeos para 
corregir el problema de las aulas y el Centro de Instrucci6n. 

Dimitry vio cumplido su deseo. El 19 de enero de este 
semestre, el nimero de inscripciones por aula oscilaba los 25. 

Limite establecido: Por otro lado, Nunzio DiMarca, 
Asistente de Inscripciones en Lawrence, afirma que a el se 
permitié inscribir un maximo de 25 estudiantes de ESL. 

“Por lo regular se acepta cuatro o cinco estudiantes 
adicionales al cupo regular, pero en el transcurso del semestre 
esa cantidad se ausenta,” dice, y afade: “Primeramente Alan 
(Hislop) establece el ingreso de 25 estudiantes por aula, y 
luego se nos permite unos cuatro o cinco adicionales. Luego 
se me dijo que no abarrote las aulas, y punto”. 

Al preguntarse a Hislop sobre la persona que acepta el 
congestionamiento de aulas, dice: “A mi entender sdlo David 
Kelly (Presidente de la Division de Desarrollo) y el decano 
McDonald (de asuntos académicos) pueden aceptar abarrote 
de aulas”. 

Mas despejadas: A pesar de todo, este semestre pocas 
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Can answer your questions. 


aulas estan sobrecargadas, porlo §& 
cual algunos estudiantes de ESL 
que asistieran la primera semana 
del presente semestre, notaron la 
diferencia. 

Lam Ho, estudiante de 
tecnologia electronica, esta 
contento con el cambio, “Las clases 
estan mas holgadas este semestre,” 
dice. “Asi obtenemos mejor 
atencion de los maestros.” 

Por su parte, Estévez dice que 
todavia es temprano para hablar 
de diferencia. “He ido a una sola 
clase hasta ahora. No he notado el 
cambio porque hay gente quitando 
y afiadiendo clases en sus 
inscripciones. Creo que un nimero 
reducido de estudiantes es lo 
apropiado.” 

Las tensiones en torno al 
problema se han calmado. 
Sinembargo, el Centro de Inglés 
sigue en el pequeno rincén del 
segundo piso, edificio C, en Hav- 
erhill. Estudiantes de ESL acuden 
masivamente al rinconcito, sin 
nociones del dia en que habra un local amplio para ellos. 

“No he visto iniciativa alguna para un lugar mas amplio,” 
dice Estévez. “Es un alivio la mejora de las clases regulares, 
pero hay cstudiantes ansiosos de un Centro de Inglés holgado, 
como se nos ha prometido.” 

Fecha incierta: Barbara Rozman, coordinadora de ELC y 
escritura basica, dice que no se le ha asignado fecha alguna 
para un cambio de local. “No, no sé cuando sera. Hay muchas 
mudanzas, por lo tanto nosotros habremos de ser los ultimos 
en mudarnos.” 

Rozman dice que el Centro de Asesoramiento localizado 
enel C-201, yel Centro de Lectura, C-203, seran los primeros 
en mudarse. 

Por lo visto, Rozman no asegura la fecha de la mudanza, 
pero se siente optimista sobre los resultados: “Sé que nuestra 
mudanza es plan a realizarse,” dice, “y podremos acomodar 
mas estudiantes a la vez en un local tranquilo.” 
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n que se lleva a cabo las clases de inglés de NECC, 


Inseguro: Hislop también esta inseguro de la fecha de 
mudanza: “Simplemente no sé. Ellos (en la administracion) 
hacen cosas diferentes cada dia,” expresa Aunque Estévez 
espera que pronto exista un ELC amplio, dice que cuando lo 
vea lo creera. 

Su determinacién ha beneficiado a sus compafieros de 
ESL, pero su labor no termina ahi. Estévez sometié una carta 
al Consejo de Educacién Superior de Massachusetts, pidiendo 
que se mejore, no solo el problema de congestionamiento en 
las aulas de ESL, sino también el transporte de un campo 
estudiantil a otro. 

Ella, en si, maneja hacia la escuela, pero se preocupa por 
esos que no poseen un vehiculo. 

“No sdlo estudiantes de ESL, cada cual que toma el 
autobiis en Lawrence debe viajar por lo menos una hora para 
llegar al campo de Haverhill,” dice. “Necesitamos un autobts 
que no se detenga y que no dé vueltas alrededor de todo 
Lawrence,” concluye Estévez. 
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Supernatural facts... 


Although parapsychology is regarded as 
a ‘psuedo-science,’ researchers still docu- 
ment anomalies to add to thousands of 
in-depth investigations. Researchers have 
classified the phenomena into different 
types. 

Crisis apparition: The apparition, 
like an image of the person, exists in 
connection with a single traumatic ex- 
perience. These episodes are usually al- 
ways at the same place and time, as if a 
momentis being relived. Itis believed to 
be caused by a person’s psychic ability 
being so strong, it leaves an impression 
that lasts a long time. 

Recurrent apparition: This isa ghost, 
by layman’s terms. These spirits appear 
in almost always the same form. They 
are capable of moving, but in a limited 


area, such as a house. 

Poltergeist: “Noisy spirit” in Ger- 
man. These phenomena are usually 
heard, not seen. They are also known to 
move furniture and/or objects. These 
forces tend to emanate from a living 
person as opposed to a place. This odd- 
ity usually lasts only a limited time, such 
as a month, then disappears. 

Haunting: A cross between a ghost 
and a poltergeist. Its presence is made 
known through appearances and re- 
occuring sounds, possibly voices. Often 
physical evidence is left. Sometimes com- 
munication is allowed by tapping in 
code. The haunting happens over a 
long period of time, sometimes de- 
cades. 

Bruce Baron 


In good spirits 
J. Murphy photo 
BOB CAHILL has written many books 
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Local spl 
out, say . 


By JOHN MURPHY 
Observer Features Editor 


assachusetts is notorious for 
having many old houses and 
y structures, most of them dat- 
ing as far back as the 1700s, and some 
earlier. Although these buildings have been 
owned by many throughout the years, some 
of the old inhabitants refuse to leave. 

In 1802, a four-story brick building, 
known today as the Garrison Inn, was built 
in Newburyport for Moses Brown, a wealthy 
merchant and philanthropist. 

Although Brown never lived at the inn 
himself, he granted occupancy to his only 
daughter, Mary Banister, and her husband, 
William. 

Bewitched: The Brown family history 
shows that Moses’ brother, Edward, was 
thought by the townspeople to be involved 
in witchcraft. Outside, in public view, he 
displayed strange behaviors. 

For example, when walking down the 
street, whether alone or in company, he 
would come to a sudden stop, as if an 
impassable barrier blocked his passage. He 


sometimes would stand there for hours 

After Brown’s death in 1827, Sarah 
White Banister, his only living heir, took 
over the property, converting itintoa board 
ing house. The building has since remained 
an inn, after her death in 1880 

Invisible guests: Barry Eisenberg, who 
purchased the inn two years ago, says, “The 
place is haunted.” 

Sharing this belief with many of his staff 
and guests, Eisenberg said he had heard 
rumors of the place being haunted, but 
bought the inn anyway. 

The inn itself is a beautiful, old-fash 
ioned, four-story building with most of its 
original features from the Georgian period. 
The inn has had some famous overnight 
guests like Billy Joel and Christy Brinkley 
(who spent their honeymoon there), and 
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By BRUCE D. BARON 
Observer Features Editor 


ob Cahill has one interest that 
haunted him his whole life: ghosts. 
nll has had a diverse career, from 


professional diver to advertising executive, 
state representative to sheriff, writing for 
publications including National Geographic. 

After serving over five years as a state 
representative for the Salem/Swampscott 
area, Cahill turned a heart attack into a 
reason to start writing again. 

Busy man: The 59-year-old history 
buff/author has written three books on 
ghosts, New England’s Things That Go Bump 
In The Night, Haunted Happenings in New 
England and Ghostly Haunts, plus has been 
witness to several sightings. He has also 
authored two books on witches as well as 
over 15 others, most with a historical flair 

From his home in Salem, he recently 
began writing another, titled Cruel and 
Unusual Punishments 

Cahill lives in a historic home just out- 
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Sighting: During this 10-day period, an 
employee named Jerry, who works the mid- 
night shift, heard noises like that of a child 
playing on the outside of the building at 3 
a.m. When he went outside to investigate, 
he saw the apparition ofa little girl skipping 
in front of the building. 

“Jerry was a skeptic before he started 
working here,” she said. 

Sylvia also encountered some strange 
experiences while working at the inn. 

“One night, about two months ago, I 
was working the midnight shift when all of 
a sudden the sliding drawer of the coffee 
maker came flying out, spitting coffee 
grounds all over the place. It was like a 
explosion.” 

Besides exploding coffee makers, em- 
ployees often see cash registers and other 
electrical appliances that start going berserk 
for no apparent reason. 

Sylvia says she feels like someone or 
something is constantly watching her while 
she works at the registration desk. 

“Sometimes, while I’m sitting at the 
registration desk, Ill hearsomeone coming 
down the stairs and when I look up, no one 
is there,” she said. 

Lazy spirits: Sometimes these ghostly 
visitors are too lazy to take the stairs and 
make use of the elevator. Almost every staff 
member has had a strange experience with 
the inn’s elevator, which, at times, seems to 
have a mind of its own. 

It appears that the elevator will run 
down to the lobby, yet when the doors 
open, no one steps out. 

“The elevator is always going to and 
from the fourth floor and that’s the floor 
where strange happenings occur the most,” 
Sylvia said. 

Customers frequently talk about the 
guest rooms with complaints ranging from 
televisions and radios turning on and off by 
themselves, to loud noises, creepy feelings 
and toilets flushing all by themselves. 

Downstairs: The basement section 


houses David’s Restaurant and Bar, and the 
inn’s laundry room. This section has a 
tunnel-like structure that customers have 
to walk through in order to use the rest 
rooms. The tunnel is said to be a severed 
section of many tunnels that run under- 
ground throughout the city of 
Newburyport. 

Barry Eisenberg says this tunnel gives 
him an uneasy feeling. 

“We’ve had ghost hunters and psychics 
investigate this building and they say that 
the Garrison Inn is most definitely haunted,” 
he said. 

The psychic claims the tunnel section of 
the inn is inhabited by three spirits who 
were slaves hiding in the underground tun- 
nels, Children are also frequently seen or 
heard in the building, and some of the staff 
and customers have reported hearing them 
cry or laugh. 

Whippersnappers: Margie Scanlon, a 
former waitress in the downstairs restau- 
rant, reported she had seen the ghosts of 
little ragged children, standing, as if beg- 
ging, in the basement alcoves of brick, near 
the entrance of the dinning room. Another 
ghost seen often in the basement area can 
be described as an Abe Lincoln look alike. 

The inn’s log is littered with strange and 
unusual accounts. 

Employees document their experiences 
on each shift. One employee writes this in 
the inn’s log on Nov. 14, 1993: “This place 
is bizarre! Weird things keep happening! 
My walk-ins didn’t like room 408 because 
she felt weird in the loft. She said she didn’t 
like the feeling she had up there. I didn’t 
dare tell her the place was thought to be 
haunted. A few minutes prior to them 
checking in, I was upstairs talking to Joe (an 
employee), who said that the fourth floor 
was as haunted as the tunnel that I don’t 
like to walk through.” 

Ghostly games: “The register makes 
funny noises, the lights flicker and the 
elevator is acting very peculiar! The num- 
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didn’t even look at me. She went down to 
the foot of the bed. I was so scared that as 
I tried to scream, nothing came out. Noth- 
ing.” 

Finally, Cahill screamed and the appari- 
tion went back through the door 

“Tt was like I had scared her,” he said. 
“She had this look of shock on her face and 
went, whoof, right back through the door.” 

After searching the house with a knife, 
Cahill woke his mother and told her what 
had happened. His mother then told him 
that this was the anniversary of his 
grandmother’s death. 

“She died before I was born, but her last 
wish, according to my mother, was to see 
me.” 

Cahill went on toa career spanning over 
30 years, always keeping his experience at 
the back of his mind. 

Story teller: Beside writing books on 
the dark side and residing in spook central, 
Cahill also served as the driving force be- 
hind the Witch Dungeon Museum; his wife 
is still one of four owners. He might even be 


found telling ghost stories in town on all- 
hallows eve. 

In some investigations, Cahill said there 
is an apparent presence, 

“The only thing I can compare it to is 
like when someone has left a room and had 
perfume on, an impression,” Cahill said. 

Granting most ghosts appear at histori- 
cal sites, it is not unheard of for new homes 
to come with tenants, he said. 

Once one has been sighted and de- 
scribed, it comes down to extensive re- 
search through public records to find the 
possible reasoning behind the haunting. 
This is Cahill’s forte, as he researches and 
conducts interviews until the amount of 
documentation is so extensive he just has to 
write a book to clean out his files. 

“That’s what really started me on Cruel 
and Unusual Punishments, my files were 
bulging,” he said. 

Cahill says he regrets not being younger 
and able to travel and research extensively. 

Although the subject raises skepticism, 
some people try to promote it. Stories have 


bers don’t light up and it randomly goes up 
and down when it feels like it. It’s all crazy. 
The best one is when I went down to switch 
the laundry at 10 and the washer was shut 
off. I began moving the laundry around, 
thinking it was unbalanced. 

“Well, when I couldn’t get it to restart, 
I decided to check the dial. It was shut off 
manually! Someone shut it off! How on 
God’s green earth do you explain that one? 
Think about it. That is very freaky. No one 
could have gotten in there without a key 
and since I’m that only person, who the hell 
did it? The laundry can wait, I’m not going 
back downstairs! That washer was half way 
through the cycle and it was going when I 
left it! What happened? Bizarre! Crazy, just 
simply crazy!” 

Debbra Tarr, who has worked at the inn 
for the past two years, recalls her first night 
at the inn. 

“My first night here, for no reason at all, 
every light in the dinning room turned on 


to be examined closely, and it does all come 
out in the end, Cahill said. 

“T had a wonderful one down on the 
cape,” he said. “This women said this ghost 
came in at noon every day and played the 
piano. I said ‘what a story’. She was pulling 
my leg, but said to write about it anyways. 
Bullshit, that’s not what I’m all about.” 

Favorite haunts: New England is full of 
spirit activity, and a lot of it is local, accord- 
ing to Cahill. 

“Salem certainly has a flavor different 
than any other place and Newburyport is 
heavy,” Cahill said. “I think the Misery 
islands off the coast, especially Bakers Is- 
land, which to me is the most haunting 
place. As kids, we would go to all the other 
islands, but never to Baker’s Island. There 
is no electricity there, and every other house 
has gota story ora ghost. You go out there 
after dark and that to me is the spookiest 
place.” 

“I’m partial to Salem,” he said. “I've 
heard some stories recently, and they all 
seem to come out of the Howard Street 


Garrison Inn 
houses spirits? 


J. Murphy photos 
THE INN was built In 1802, left. 
Room 408 has been labled the most 
haunted suite at the Inn, above. 


by themselves. To this day, I still can’t find 
an explanation for it.” 

Tarr has experienced the same situations 
as her co-workers and says that most of the 
occurrences happen after 4 p.m. and are 
prevalent around the holidays. 

Tarr’s brother, George, was a former 
bartender at the inn. He claims that after 
the bar had closed and he was cleaning up, 
he was tapped on the shoulder three times. 
When he turned around to see who was 
there, he was the only person in the room. 

He said while he was working there, one 
of the chefs had a toaster thrown at her from 
across the kitchen by unseen hands. 

Friendly spirit: Although incidents of 
this kind don’t usually happen, Eisenberg 
believes for the most part that Sarah the 
ghost is friendly and keeps to herself. 

The Garrison Inn has a long-standing 
reputation for being haunted, and the inn 
itselfhas been featured in the book, Haunted 
Happenings In New England by Bob Cahill. 


ts first-hand 


area; kids playing with imaginary friends 
that parents have actually heard.” 

Cahill admits that writing is tough work 
and isn't very lucrative, but you don’t do it 
to make money. He said he does it because 
he loves it. He does admit “ghost books 
sell.” 

Future plans for Cahill include more 
research, What else would be expected from 
a man who wrote over 20 books as a retire- 
ment. 


Scary sight 


“She came in and didn’t 
even look at me. She had 
old, like yellow hair as if 
she had this golden hue. 
Her face was so old it 
almost looked like a 
corpse...” 
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Poth hopes to help college make ends meet 


New fundraising 
methods implemented 


By BEN CIARAMITARO 
Observer Staff Reporter 


For the first time, NECC is seriously looking 
to the private sector for help in raising funds 
for newer programs and the prevention of 
future tuition increases. 

“The purpose of private sector fund-rais- 
ing is that our budget has been cut every 
year,” said Jean Poth, dean for development. 

“In order to remain state-of-the-art and 
offer scholarships to students who have scho- 
lastic achievement, we need this assistance 
from the private sector.” 

Breaking ground: The first step of this 
initiative is the establishment of a “Friends of 
NECC Trust Fund,” approved by the board 
last month. 

This program will entice both businesses 
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Keeping up 


“In order to remain state-of-the- 
art and offer scholarships to 
students who have scholastic 
achievement, we need this assts- 
tance from the private sector,” 
Jean Poth, dean of develpment, 
said. 


and NECC graduates to donate money, which 
in turn, will 'go towards scholarships, pro- 
grams and other NECC needs. 
“We will also take equipment donations,” 
said John R. Dimitry, NECC president. 
Donor search: The college will send let- 


ters along with brochures to potential donors 
outlining the program. The brochure shows 
four sections the donation could aid and 
allows the donor to choose where he/she 
wants the money to go: state-of-the-art edu- 
cational programs, scholarship program, an 


area of college need, or others. Monetary 
donations can be either a onetime sum or an 
annual donation. 

“Donations of $500 or more will be rec- 
ognized on the NECC ‘Friends of NECC 
Trust Fund’ hall of fame plaque in the en- 
trance way of the Bentley Library on the 
Haverhill campus,” Poth said. 

Poth believes this fund will be successful 
because the community realizes NECC’s value 
and the role it serves. 

Role to fill: “We are a resource to the 
community and we just want to make sure 
that we are giving students the education they 
need to be able to secure a good job,” Poth 
said. “In order to do that, we need funds to 
support our quality programs.” 

Dimitry said the fund has already started 
to bring in money. 

“There have already been donations,” he 
said. “Ogden Martin, AT&T, Holy Family 
Hospital and DiBurro’s have donated money 
that will go to the students.” 


Security captain issues warning to students, staff 


By CARLENE EVERLY 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Gino J. Mattozzi, NECC security captain, 
recently issued a memo to students, faculty 
and staff, advising them to take precautions 
with their cars, belongings and themselves. 
In terms of automobile safety, the memo 
suggests locking doors and shutting win- 
dows; removing valuables from sight; and 
keeping radar detectors off the dashboard. 
The memo advises female students to keep 


their purses on them and between their feet in 
class. It also warns against hanging purses on 
the backs of chairs and keeping wallets in 
book bags. 

Awareness: Faculty and staffare reminded 
to keep personal items locked up. Also, 
Mattozziasks faculty to challenge strangers in 
the office areas, keep doors closed when the 
area is not in use, and not give out any office 
or building keys. 

The general campus population is asked to 
report any suspicious or loitering person and 


Writers’ group meets weekly 
to help guide creative talents 


By LINDA E. HERRERA 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Short story authors rub elbows with horror 
writers; poets trade quips with magazine col- 
umnists; an aspiring screenwriter listens to 
excerpts from a romance novelist’s latest ef- 
forts. 

Almost everyone has at least one work in 
progress to discuss during the Writer’s Guild 
meeting, held Thursdays at 7 p.m. in the 
Bentley Library's Essex Room. 

All welcome: The Essex Writer’s Guild is 
a forum for writers who have their work 
published and for those who still aspire to 
publish. 

It provides a place where writers support 
cach other, learn from each other and have a 
good time. 

The group was started by the expatriated 
of an NECC fiction writing course in the 


Would 100% 
Free Tuition 
Put a Smile 


on Your Face? 


summer of ’92, given by Sue Mellon. 

At the end of the course, several students, 
at Mellon’s suggestion, began meeting infor- 
mally at one another’s homes. 

“We even met at McDonald’s once,” said 
Judy Gagnon, one of the group’s original 
founders. 

Increasing members: The group has 
grown in membership from its early days and 
now includes award-winning author Gregory 
L. Norris, Best New Writer of 1992 (Small 
Press Writers and Artists organization. ) 

Additionally, three published poets, an 
author of historical children’s books, who 
also writes for a Canadian magazine and a 
potpourni of other writers make up the ranks 
of the 23 members. 

Membership is open to any writer—-ama- 
teur or pro, published or not. 

Forinformation, contact Maureen Ander- 
son at (603) 898-6332. 


That's right! The Massachusetts Army National Guard offers 100% 
Free Tuition for state colleges and universities in Massachusetts. The 
commitment is only about one weekend a month and two weeks a year. 


And there’s more. 


You'll receive up to $6,120 in education assistance with the 
Montgomery GI Bill and you'll earn a salary over your six-year enlistment. 

You'll receive job skills training in technical fields such as electronics, 
communications or computers and have the adventure of your life! 

Let your local Massachusetts Army National Guard recruiter 


put a smile on your face today. 


SSG PADIAL 
508-441-0334 OR 
1-800-322-1338 
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The Army National Guard is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


report thefts or missing items. 

Mattozzi also released a crime report for 
the weeks of Jan. 20 to Feb. 9. 

Break In: There were five car break-ins, 
one stolen car and one stolen vehicle recovery 
at the Haverhill campus. 

A safe, containing approximately $400, 
and a broken meat slicer were stolen in the 
early morning of Sunday, Feb. 8. 

The thieves broke though a loading ramp 
door at the Haverhill cafeteria, according to 
Mattozzi. 


A security guard was checking between 
rounds when he discovered the broken door 
at 4:15 a.m. Haverhill police were notified 
and a search conducted, with no results. 

Arcade break-in: On Jan. 24, security 
reported that arcade machines were broken 
into in the gym lobby. 

According to the guard, games were pried 
open with some kind of bar, change boxes 
were lying on the floor, and doors to change 
receptacles were opened. 

All reports are under investigation. 
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Creating art in Haverhill 


Student’s mural to be displayed soon in C-Building 


By CARLENE EVERLY 
Observer Staff Reporter 


his art studio in Bragg Block, past Salon 1712, skirting 
the black railroad bridge, Chazzey’s Place and the Bixby 
building. 

His eyes mentally file away for the thousandth time the 
yellow city lights reflecting off puddles under his feet. 

Passing Ficci’s Barber Shop and Mark’s Deli, he climbs the 
steps to the train tracks and enters an old shoe shop building. 

After climbing four flights, he reaches his small studio 
overlooking the Stephen Street alley. 

He meets his old friend, Dan Denny, who will shoot slides 
of LaPierre’s mural, which will soon hang in the C-Building. 

LaPierre and Yvonne Alexandre, a Haitian artist, lift and tie 
the 8-foot frame to the exposed water pipes. 

The canvas catches the neon light sneaking through tall 
windows. 

“How come the buildings don’t have any names?” Dan 
asks, flashing the strobe light toward the city scene and onto 
the black bridge. 

In the city below, the bridge displays faded white letters 
across the front. 

“Everyone identifies with Arlington Trust. I don’t trust 
Arlington,” he says. “Before Arlington Trust, what was it? It 
was the B & M railroad—and before that? It’s not about names. 
It’s about history. 

LaPierre’s life has strayed from his art and from the city 
scene he recently painted over and over. But he always came 
back. 

Colorful past: After he was born, the family moved to 
Florida, but returned to Haverhill when he was young. At 4, 
he drew to the exclusion of his school work. In high school, 
he won two Boston Globe Golden Keys, high honors for his 
artwork. 

But then LaPierre turned from art scholarships to his 
music, first playing base guitar and a little piano, then to music 
director for his church. Watching him talk about his painting 
now, you feel he’s back where he belongs. 

“This area is a historic district,” he says, pointing to a 
muted building looming ghost-like above the painted land- 
scape. 

“This building was restored after 100 years. It’s part of the 
whole evolution of mankind in a sense. I like the connection 
between the old and new. Man has always progressed.” 

LaPierre’s progression took him to the other side of the 
world. He did missionary work and distributed Bibles to the 
underground church in communist China. He wasn’t paint- 
ing then, but the artist inside traveled with him. 

“Everything was so green,” he remembers. “There were 
old, broken down trucks in the rice patties. I remember 
wishing I had my paints with me.” 

After his church work, he became an energy auditor at 
Apple Insulation. When he lost his job, LaPierre returned to 
his art. Now he lives in an apartment one mile from where he 
grew up. 

City life: His friends tell you what the city means to him. 

“Steve loves the old Victorians and brick buildings,” says 
Caleb Stone, a fellow artist. “His view is from way up on the 
15th floor. He likes the out-of-the-ordinary approach and the 
rainy-night view.” 

LaPierre sees his view as serenity. 

“Many a night, I sat up just looking at the view,” he says. 
“This is my favorite part of Haverhill.” 

He points to a nameless building on the mural. 

“T painted that building for the people that own it. They 


I tsa drizzly night in Haverhill. Stephen LaPierre walks to 


if 


wanted it, but I don’t give my paintings to just anyone. This 
is not just my hobby, this is my life.” 

LaPierre sold the painting to the owner for 10 haircuts. 

“What I do is who Iam,” he says. “This summer, I was out 
on the street painting and found out my great-grandfather ran 
his shoe company out of that building.” 

Watching him talk about his art and his philosophy of life, 
one wonders if he’s right about his spiritual connection and if 
it brought him home. 

Outside, icicles cling to electric wires in the city darkness. 
But inside, it’s warm as LaPierre talks about home. Light 
escapes from the paint-splattered studio and spills into the 
dark hall where the mural hangs. 

Reflections: “One hundred years ago, we didn’t have 
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Room with a view 
Carlene Everly photo 
STEPHEN LAPIERRE, above, works 
with the tools of his trade. The view 
from his Haverhill apartment serves 
as the Inspiration for his new mural, 
destined to hang in C-building, left. 


airplanes or cars,” he says. We had horse and buggies. We had 
trains. To get across the country, you went over here.” 

He moves toward his painting and runs his hand over the 
canvassed span of the black bridge. 

“You left Haverhill and went wherever in the world. 
People like Louie B. Mayer had to have taken that train.” 

LaPierre pauses, as if remembering. 

“T want to stick around as long as I can,”he says. “If I could 
make a living in this town, I’d stay.” 

Watching LaPierre talk about the city he loves — the city 
reflected in his mural — it seems he will stay this time. 

The artist hopes NECC will decide on a date to hang his 
mural. Perhaps then, Steven LaPierre will get the exposure he 
needs and be able to continue painting. 
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Improving 
economy? 


Is print journalism telling 
America the whole truth? 


By CARLENE EVERLY 
Observer Staff Reporter 


espite printed reports to the con- 
trary, the economy might not be to 
healthy. According to these stories, 


the economy is fine. 

Is print journalism catering to big busi- 
nesses that pay their bills through advertising? 
Is it reluctant to show the true economic 
picture, one ofnumerous job losses leading to 
the loss of homes and health insurance by 
thousands of Americans? To find the answer, 
look at the stories and at the human side 
behind those stories. 

A recent Boston Globe story is about a 
Haverhill organization that was recently one 
of five groups in the country to receive a grant 
designated to help first-time home owners. 

The article reports that “real estate ap- 
praisers and lawyers discount their fees for 
those who take part in the (home-buying) 
seminars and a handful of banks eased their 
debt ratios, cut their closing costs and de- 
creased their rates by as much as half a per- 
centage point to keep monthly payments 
lower.” 

Media: According to press accounts, “A 
local realtor also helped Rivers (the recipient 
family) find a bargain foreclosure not listed in 
the newspapers valued at $95,000 and sold 
for $62,000.” 

Why isn’t business or government helping 
the owners of the foreclosed houses? Further- 


more, are newspapers telling those stories? 

Tough times: Ask the 34-year-old father 
waiting for retraining from the Northeast 
Workers Assistance Center who lost his job at 
a large defense contracting company. 

“The bank didn’t want to help us keep our 
house, and I worked at the company for nine 
years,” he said. “I just keep believing that 
there is work out there. I can’t lose hope.” 

The company he worked for laid off over 
8,000 people in the last year. 

Beside a USA Today story is an infograph 
that shows top U.S. companies slashing a 
total of 7,120 jobs since Jan. 1. 

At first they admit, “A new year and a 
stronger economy aren’t stopping major cor- 
porations from announcing plans to slash 
thousands of jobs.” 

But then they imply the loss of jobs isn’t 
bad; “employment is growing overall because 
many other companies are hiring,” it says. 

The article continues in this way, ignoring 
the human equation and the rumblings of 
discontent in the country among the holders 
of the truth, the unemployed. 

A Vietnam vet is one of the nameless 
unemployed mentioned in the article. He 
wears a gold Marine medallion around his 
neck. His citation for bravery is kept in plastic 
among his resume papers. The pride he has 
doesn’t hide the defeat and anger in his eyes 
when he tells you “This country does nothing 
for its vets. They make you go through a lot 
of red tape. They make you suffer.” 


Social activities 


E. Floudaras photo 


RUBIN RUSSEL, second from left, serves pizza to Sue Jones at a recent 


social club meeting. 


If the ex-Marine finds out that you are a 
vet, he tells you, “welcome home.” Home to 
him now is where he can’t find a job. He is 
older now and it’s harder for him to be 
retrained. 

Campus aid: Some 882 people sought 
retraining in NECC’s Workers Assistance Cen- 
ter from July 1992 to June 30, 1993. Paul 
Carey from the center said 608 people were 
placed in jobs. 

So far this year, there are over 300 and they 
predict 600 overall. They have a state man- 
date to only work with targeted companies. 

From what the Globe reports in its Jan. 27 
“Lotus profits up” story, everything is fine. 
The companies who have cut thousands of 
jobs are not mentioned on the business page. 
Instead, stories of President Clinton’s pro- 
posed information superhighway bill, lawyers 
leading an assault on no-fault insurance, and 
the Lotus rising profits story are interspersed 
with banking and brokerage company ads. 
But on the back pages, you’ll see long lists of 
foreclosures. 

A50-year-old computer employee was on 
one of those back pages. He lost everything in 
1993 when he lost his job ata German-owned 
company in Bedford. He, like a lot of men, 
defined himself through his job, When he 


didn’t have that job, he chose to end his life. 

“T still can’t believe it,” said a friend and 
co-worker. “How could a person think all he 
had was his job?” He had a wife and a daugh- 
ter about to give him a grandchild.” 

His wife says “He felt as if no one cared.” 

The truth: Do newpaper reports tell the 
human story behind the reporting of the 
initial job cuts— stories about employees at 
Digital, Wang, Sanders or AT&T? The AT&T 
office at NECC has tried to help 640 laid-off 
employees get retraining. Some have been 
laid off for the third time. Over 100 have been 
recalled, says Chris Oatis, a center counselor. 
AT&T employees run the center and are 
hoping to get an extension until December, 
1994. 

Buried in the Boston Globe issue is a small 
paragraph stating the government’s predic- 
tion of jobless claims for the week of Jan. 22. 

“Analysts expected the figure to fall from 
the previous week’s 380,000 to 350,000.” 

Why, we should ask, are newspapers in this 
country trying so hard to show that every- 
thing is just fine economically. Perhaps the 
answer could be somewhere close to the big- 
business ads in those papers. 

Ads that the newspapers rely on to survive 
financially. 


rant gether 


60S Se 2 


Se Lage. Jey; Jes 


FOR THE NEWEST X-MEN 
AND WOLVERINE 
\\ COMIC BOOKS FROM 


Behavioral Science Club 


Lecture Series 


Mar. 7 Post-Traumatic 


Stress Disorder 


Mar. 21 Child Abuse 


Mar. 28 Date Violence 


Apr. 4 The Psychology 


of Homicide 


Apr. 11 Understanding 


Personality Types 


Apr. 25 
at NECC 


May 2 Suicide 


Intro. to Counseling 


Sal Tagliamonte, M.A. 
Veterans Counselor 


Joel Tragash, M. Ed. 
D.S.S. Supervisor 


Gerry Elliott, L.C.S.W. 
Counselor 


Andrew Tuney, Invest. 
Kuhn Bureau Dect. 


Herb Pearce, M. Ed. 
Psychotherapist 


Jane Bradley, M.A. 
Personal Counselor 


The Samaritans 


All speaking engagements will be held in C-305, Mondays, 11 a.m. to noon 


Feb. 28 
Mar. 7, Mar. 21, Mar. 28 


Apr. 4 
Apr. 11 
Apr. 25 


The Writing Center and 
The Student Support Services Project 
Present the spring 1994 


The Grammar Workshop Series 


Workshops are held each Mon., 11 a.m. to noon, in Haverhill 
C—209; in Lawrence, check the bulletin board for room location. 


“Run—ons and Fragments” and 
“Am I Using the Write Word?” 


Butchers of the MLA: A Research Paper Miniseries 
Use Your Comma Sense! 
!2#&*(:! — There are so many kinds of punctuation! 


Selling Yourself to the College or University of 
Your Dreams: Writing a College Transfer Essay 


Preregistration is not necessary. For more information, call 374-5802. 


COMMONWEALTH 


OTORS 


= 
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CHEVROLET 


WE SERVICE EVERYBODY 


LUBE + OIL + FILTER 


Preferred Customers / Others *24.93 


FREE 


$4994 


NO MATTER WHERE YOU BOUGHT 


WE’LL SERVICE YOU 


COLLISION ESTIMATES 
TOW IN TO OUR BODY SHOP 


| EXIT 45 ROUTE 495 LAWRENCE, MA + 687-3000 ‘Sezssar uses 
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Serious topics ‘hit home’ 


Play awakens students to teen violence problems today 


By ANDY DeBENEDICTIS 
Arts @ Entertainment Editor 


with — alcohol and drug abuse, suicide, even kids who 
shoot each other over a pair of basketball shoes. 

Yet, one issue continues to linger among the top of this list: 
the ongoing problem of love and violence. 

Three years ago, Marvi Haynes, outreach coordinator for 
the Women’s Crisis Center in Newburyport, took this issue, 
rounded up some local actors and put together the play 
Hitting Home. Performed recently at NECC’s Top Notch 
Theater under the direction of Liala Streiff, it continues to 
make a lasting impact on the way students view teen violence. 

Realistic story: Haynes said violent behavior in teens is 
linked to their homelife. When writing the play, she kept this 
in mind. 

Hitting Home isa story of a high school senior, Mike, and 
how he deals with the violence he has been subjected to 
throughout his life. 

Ofall the male characters in the play, Mike seems to be the 
most sensible one when dealing with women. 

He and his girlfriend, Rebecca, apparently have the perfect 
relationship; however, around the middle of the play, the 
audience see a different side of Mike. Rebecca tells him of her 
plans for school — she’s leaving him, 

Domestic quarrel: An argument erupts, which ends with 
Mike throwing her to the ground, kicking her out of frustra- 
tion. 

“That scene was a very powerful one,” said viewer Kara 
O’Handly. “It was scary to see such a change in behavior in 
Mike. After all, he was considered the nice guy compared to 
the rest of the male characters. It just showed the large effect 
the father has as a role model.” 

This is basically the main point of the play — one violent 
situation observed, then projected on someone else; violence 
is brought on by the dominating male. 

Take Rebecca’s father, for example. He laughs at her idea 
of pursuing a writing career, insisting he “will decide what 
career is best for her.” 

Supremacy: In this particular situation, violence is not 
involved, but male domination is. 


Jf t’s the 90s;a decade filled with problems teens must cope 


A trolley is derailed on Kenoza Avenue, near what is now 
Northern Essex Community College 


AN the unthinkable occurs, 
ienced insurance agency, a 


fully tailored policy and 
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fast 
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The point of an overly abusive male society is driven home 
by the hip D.J., who invites callers to debate issues like date 
rape and violence. 

“The reason for having the part of the D.J. in the play was 
to provide insight to the student audience,” Haynes said. “To 
make it seem like the main point in the play wasn’t being 
lectured at them. The D.J. is on the same wavelength; he also 
represented what they (the actors) were thinking.” 

Mike’s best friend, Erik, a good-looking, popular high 
school student, shows no respect for women, beating up on 
his girlfriend and picking up a different girl every weekend. 

This doesn’t really bother Mike until he learns that his 
younger sister, Julie, has a crush on him. She’s starting her first 
year in high school and is willing to do anything to make 
herself seem more mature and noticed by the upperclassmen. 

The date: Erik asks her to meet him at the local pub and 
Julie agrees. After a few flattering comments about her hair 
and appearance, he decides to take her for a ride in his father’s 
“cool new car.” She hesitates, thinking about her brother and 
Erik’s girlfriend. 

“Forget about Mike tonight,” he said. “It’s just you and 
me. That’s what you really want, isn’t it?” 

The following scene shows Julie, curled up in a ball on her 
bed. All is silent and motionless except for the D.J. in the 
background, preaching about the growing issue of date rape. 
Judging from the setting of the scene, the audience concludes 
that the car ride wasn’t so innocent after all: she had been 
raped, 

Consequence: “Erik will lose his best friend,” Haynes 
said. “I just want the male audience to realize the price they 
are going to pay with rape.” 

The date rape traumatizes Mike, but it is that situation 
which causes him to make a connection with the three women 
that meant most to him — his mother, his sister and his 
girlfriend. 

“He wants what was best for his sister,” Haynes said. “He 
wants her be free to live life, unlike his mother, who was 
trapped. Yet at the same time, he realizes Rebecca wants the 
same thing.” 

Mike sends the message to the audience that it shouldn’t 
take a complete disaster to be awakened to the seriousness of 
domestic and dating violence. At the end of the play, the entire 


<u 


Why me? 


Scott Dupont photo 
REBECCA (Heather Bowen), right, deals with the 
pressures of being a teenager. Her friend, Angela (Liz 
Perkins) gives her some support in Hitting Home. 


cast comes out onto the stage for a discussion, enabling the 
audience to ask any questions concerning the play or violence 
in general. The actors insist that people simply must do more 
to prevent these issues from growing. 

Hitting Home will appear throughout March around the 
Essex County area. For information on future performance 
dates or anything pertaining to violence against women, call 
the Women’s Crisis Center in Newburyport at 465-2155. 
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Good 
laughs 


Mooney twins 
coming soon 


By SCOTT FERREN 
Assistant Arts & Entertainment Editor 


N { ore comedy is on its way to NECC. The Mooney 
Brothers, a two-man comedy team, will perform 
Conscious Comedy: Humor With A Message, 

Wednesday, March 11, from 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in the 

student lounge. 

Daryl and Dwayne Mooney hail from Silver Lake, Calif. 
and perform regularly at the Al Wooten Jr. Heritage Center 
and at the Willowbrook Boys and Girls Club. 

Experience: The brothers have written for comedians 
Eddie Murphy as well as Richard Pryor, but insist their own 
act contains clean material. 

“When we can laugh at the problems we face as a human 
race, it gives us hope,” Daryl said in a Los Angeles Times 
interview. “Our only rules here were no cussing and no ‘yo 
mama’ jokes.” 

The twins tackle such issues as self-esteem, multiculturalism, 
sexism, and drug/alcohol abuse with a humorous edge, 
according to current literature. Information about these 
serious topics is a key to their presentation. 

They co-starred in the film The Fish That Saved Pittsburgh 
along with a gang prevention documentary, Dreams Under 
Fire. 

NECC previously had a comedian perform on campus. 


Funny men 


16 


File photo 


THE MOONEY Brothers, Daryl and Dwayne, believe laughter Is always the best medicine. 


Past laughs: Jackie Guerra performed at the recent stress 
management workshop and, according to Arthur Signorelli, 
director of student activities, she put on an great show. 

“T thought she did a terrific job,” Signorelli said. “She did 
very well at blending her comedy routine with talking about 
the subject of the day: stress management.” 

Conscious Comedy has been making its way to colleges, 
high schools and organizations across the country for five 
years. The brothers also participate in many charity events and 
post-riot organizations. 

In a recent press release, the twins are described as come- 


dians who “believe the shortest distance between two people 
is a good laugh.” 

“With what I’ve seen of these two guys, they really know 
how to relate with the students,” Signorelli said. “Their 
message really hits home.” 

The performance kicks off the opening of the wellness 
center and a grant from the Massachusetts Department of 
Education. The office of staff development and cultural 
diversity committee are sponsoring the show. 

For more info, contact Judith Kamber, director of staff 
development, at ext. 3955. 


The Berkshires 
There’s Something 
Special About Living 
and Learning Here 


Planing to graduate? 


Petition to graduate forms are avail- 
able in the registrar’s office, B-216. 
They must be returned with the $25 
fee by Tuesday, March 1. 
Late fee: $10 


North Adams State College 


48 MAIN STREET * DOWNTOWN AMESBURY 
OPEN DAILY 6 AM TO 8 PM * TAKE OUT: 388-1015 


| BREAKFAST DINNER FOR 2 


orth Adams State College, a premier liberal arts college, 

located in the beautiful Berkshire Hills of Massachusetts, offers 
many outstanding academic and cultural opportunities. We 
welcome transfer students from two-year colleges and ensure 
maximum transferability of your previous course work into the 
major programs below. 


Major Programs 
Early Bird Specials Two for 6.99 
| : | Harem | SPECIALS Mo 
Biology Fine Arts (pending approval) Homemade Muffins ; ear aree 
we Monday: Sirloin Tips 
Sports Medicine Arts Management Ham & Eggs Soup & Salad 
. ee - 1.49 1.99 Tuesday: Fried Chicken 
Business Administration/Econ. ; ei 


Music 
Theatre 
History 
Interdisciplinary. Studies 
Pre-Law 


Wednesday: Spag. w/Cutlet 
Thursday: Meatloaf 
Friday: Fried Fish 
Saturday: Baked Chicken 
Sunday: Baked Ham 


French Toast & Bacon Pasta 
2.99 


Fish & Chips 
3.99 


Accounting 
Marketing 
Management 
Finance 


Cheese Omelette 


Comed Beef Hash & Eggs 
1.49 


Sirloin Tips 
3.99 


Chemistry Mathematics Great Seafood Every Day 

Computer Science Medical Technology 
Computer Science Philosophy ff ! VILLAGE NEWS 
Information Systems Psychology Va {‘Z Tle S CARD & GIFT SHOP 


Education Certification 
English/Communications 


60 MAIN STREE AMESBURY ‘next to white Lunch” 


Card Shop * Smoke Shop * Gift Shop * Fax & Copies 
Largest selection of magazines North of Boston! 


Sociology/Anthropology/ 
Social Work 
Journalism 
Broadcast Media 
Literature 
Public Relations 
Theatre Studies 
Writing 


For more information contact: 
Admissions Office 
North Adams State College 
North Adams, MA 01247 
800-292-6632 


Party Supplies ¢ Balloon Bouquets 
Candy ¢ Crafts * Boxed Chocolates 


"plenty of parking" 


* 
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Arts Trivia 


Sherman’s Lagoon 


1 HEARD THaT WHEN vay 


Last week’s winner, by random draw- 
ing, is John Zibbell. Please come to the 
Observer office to claim your free pizza. 

Questions of the week: 

1. What is the name of the 13-year- 
old girl who stars with Dan Akroyd in 
My Girl 2 

2. Who played Janet on the televi- 
sion sitcom Three’s Company? 

3. Who is Dr. Dre’s rappin’ sidekick 
in his video “Nuthin’ But a G Thang?” 

4. Which Boston radio personality 
has a morning show called The Big 
Mattress? 

5. What is the name of the actress 
who stars in the film The Crush as well 
as the two Aerosmith videos, Cryin’ 
and Amazing? 

Last issue’s answers: 

1. Come Together; 2. They said 
they found a mouse in a beer bottle; 3. 
The Graduate; 4. Adam Sandler; 5. 
Heart. 
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AW APEX PREDOR 
16, FULMORE? 


ITS WHAT I AM. YOURS TRULY, 
AND All OTHER SHARKS. WE'RE 
AT THE TOP OF THE FOO CHAIN. 
NOTHING Nee, he. US, Tg 


WELL... L'VE 
GOT HALF A 
MOON PIE HERE 
IN MY POCKET. 


Bring the correct answers to all five 
questions to the NECC Observer office in 
the student center, or meet with staff 
members during posted hours in the C- 
building lobby for a chance to win a 
large cheese pizza from Papa Gino’s, 
Plaistow, N.H. Entries must be received 
by Wednesday, March 2, at noon. 

Answers, along with the winner’s 
name (which may be chosen by ran- 
dom drawing if we receive more than 
one correct entry), will be printed in 
the next issue. 


Arts Poll 


Last week’s question: 

How do you feel about the current state of 
MTV, and the changes it has made through 
the years? 

Reader response: 

Jeff Downing, undeclared: “MTV has 
‘become far too Commercial over the last few 
years. When it started out, it played a much 
more varied play list. It seems as if MTV now 
dictates to its viewers what is hip, cool or 
whatever you want to call it. I feel its liberal 
advertisements on the themes of conserva- 
tion, human rights and the like are phony.” 

Maranda Kuse, liberal arts: “They seem 
to play a lot less videos and more ‘shows’ than 
when they began. (There’s) not enough di- 
versity during the day - metal videos are pretty 
much restricted to late at night.” 

Liz Grenda, liberal arts/bio option: “It 
has its good and bad points. They have brought 
more entertainment news and such on, but 
they have also brought more sex and violence 
into the videos. I no longer have MTV in the 
house, but I probably would watch it.” 

Gerry Vass, criminal justice: “I think it 
has changed with the times and has adapted 
nicely.” 

Colleen Farrell, liberal arts: “I think it’s 
better because all different types of people can 
watch it, and there are many different pro- 
grams.” 

Cindy Raymond, liberal arts: “I love MTV 


(SNIFF) WHATS THAT? ... (SNIFE, 
1 THINK TH Boe 


BLOOD? GNI (GAIFE) GOH Bov.. (SNIFF) 


-- (SNIFE) I HAUE AN 
URGE. AN OVERWHELMING 
CARNAL DESIRE... 
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FLMoKe?™ ? te Whee if Po 
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TRY ON 
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ef Trying Yo sneak 
Mm again hun? 
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ever. 


THE NEWSDAY CROSSWORD 


Edited by Stanley Newman 
POSSESSIONS: What a number of ladies are famous for 
by Randolph Ross 


ACROSS 
1 Soda partner 


72 Be unoriginal 
73 Dr. Ruth's subject 


11 DOD division 
12 Midmorning 


except for Pauley Shore!” 


Keri Cucuzza, liberal arts: “I think the 
changes that it has made is that it gives 
teenagers a chance to vote and express their 


feelings.” 
This week’s question: 


Do you favor a Beatles reunion or would you 


rather they “Let it be?” 
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7 Question 

14 Word form for “bird” 

17 Echoed the party line 

19 Oversize reference 
books 

20 Brown of 
The New Yorker 

22 Arlo eatery 

24 False fronts 

25 VCR attachments 

26 Sixth sense 

27 Gladly 

28 Red-letter name 

30 Mery! Streep movie 

35 Strip, stain and 
varnish 

36 Not like the rest 

37 Fannie __ 

38 Almost fell over 

39 Brunch cocktail 

42 __ Andreas fault 

44 Toting an Uzi 

45 “Rose ___ rose...” 

46 Hebrew month 

47 Broadway show about 
the Marxes 

51 Faces Gooden 

52 Medicinal fluids 

53 Fork over 

54 Chromosome choice 

55 Holy fied stats 


58 Start of Caesar's boast 
59 De-creased 

63 Numerical suffix 

64 Mia Farrow film 

67 WWil theater 

68 Casino employees 

70 Nick and Nora's pet 

71 Sapporo sash 


74 Fairy-tale opener 
75 Election participant 
76 Ounce fraction 
77 Prepares to drag 
79 Mythic source of woes 
83 Roger's co-reviewer 
84 “What a good boy __” 
85 Golfer Pavin 
86 Sibling, for short 
87 Spoke on a soapbox 
89 Sewer entrances 
91 A Turner network 
93 Former Mideast initials 
94 Eugene and Oona 
95 E.B. White classic 
102 Deny 
103 Actor Roger 
104 Taunter’s remark 
105 Olds automobile 
106 Greek vowels 
107 Big Mac competitors 
113 Dry as a bone 
114 Drillmaster, e.g. 
115 Recap 
116 Periodontist’s deg. 
117 Knee slappers 
118 Upper house 


DOWN 
1 Fusillade 
2 Like fine fall days 
3 Dungeons and Dragons 
beast 
4 Low digit 
5 Small change: Abbr. 
6 Toast starter 
7 CD alternative 
8 Napoli's nation 
9 Flow-control channel 


10 “... after they've 
seen" 


13 Lovers of beauty 

14 “__ of Honey” 

15 Lingerie chain 

16 Share of a business 

17 Butter servings 

18 Fam. tree sprig 

21 __abeet 

23 Geom. solid 

29 Like qtrly. tax 
payments 

31 “Yippee!” 

32 Drivers’ lics., e.g. 

33 Dutch export 

34 Atlanta arena 

35 Actress Schneider 

38 Priam’s home 

39 Like the Caped 
Crusader 

40 Conceptualize 

41 Clinton vacation 
spot 

42 Catch 

43 Unspecified amount 

44 Dugouts for soldiers 

48 Bridge declaration 

49 One who wields 

50 Dostoyevsky 
character 

51 Logan Airport, on 
baggage tags 

55 Important 

57 Supporting 

58 __da Gama 

59 Sefior Casals 

60 Box-score column 

61 Natural-gas 
component 

62 Destined 

64 Stout fellow? 

65 Barry Manilow tune 

66 Dunces 
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69 __ Misérables 

72 Mystery awards 
74 Wallet fillers 

75 “__ Love You" 

77 Punk-rock quartet 
78 Came forth 

79 Tadpole 

80 Militant deity 

81 Galileo's subj. 

82 Delete 


85 Inflation-related raise: 


Abbr. 


88 Comedienne Charlotte 
90 Stage villain's welcome 
91 “__ Playing Our Song” 


99 Take by force 
100 Like a haunted house 
101 Tweed's title 
103 Bout divs. 
108 Notable period 


92 Sadat's predecessor 109 48 


95 Relinquishes 
96 Mauna __ 


97 Pieces of resistance 


98 Belch and Tyler 


(Eddie Murphy film) 
110 Arles article 
111 Nancy Reagan's boy 
112 Coll. transcript datum 
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Getting better 


Overcoming poor performances, 
men are ready for state playoffs 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


he Knights have come together as a 
team and are playing their best bas- 


ketball of the season. But as the end of 


the season approaches, qualification for post- 
season play remains in doubt. 

“Right now, we are playing the best bas- 
ketball we have played all year,” guard Pedro 
Tejeda said. 

Big time: NECC’s turnaround is due, in 
large part, to the play of forward Angelo 
Castillo, who overcame early-season incon- 
sistency and strung together three of the best 
performances NECC has seen all season. 

“He (Castillo) is a great player,” head 
coach Mike Rowinski said. “We have estab- 
lished a go-to guy in Angelo.” 

Castillo, the “go-to guy,” came up with 
one of his most spectacular games against 
Manchester College, scoring 33 points, in- 
cluding shooting 13-13 from the free-throw 
line in leading the Knights to a 85-65 victory. 

Road trip: NECC made the two-plus- 
hour bus ride to Manchester without Claudio 
Pimentel, Victor Perez, Jose Gonzales and 
Kenny Bechard, due to flu and work respon- 
sibilities. 

The Knights managed only three points in 
the opening nine minutes and were lucky to 
stay in the game. 

“Our defense kept us in it,” Rowinski said. 
“The first half was sloppy, just awful.” 


Spring Break ‘94 


CANCUN -BAHAMAS 
JAMAICA - FLORIDA 
& PADRE 
110% Lowest Price 


Guarantee! 


Organize 15 friends and 
your trip is FREE ! 


TAKE A BREAK 
STUDENT TRAVEL 
phe yordie wil fr ‘hess! 


CALL 1-800-328-7283 


Kay 
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The second half picked up considerably, 
however. 

“We just smoked them in the second,” 
Tejeda said. “The first half was probably the 
worst we played all season, but we turned it 
around after halftime.” 

Turn around: NECC can thank Castillo 
and forward Jay McCarthy for the turnaround. 

“Angelo took over in the second half,” 
Rowinski said. 

McCarthy chipped in with nine points and 
12 rebounds. 

“He played big,” Rowinski said. 

Prior to the victory over Manchester, the 
Knights routed Bunker Hill Community 
College, 89-67. 

Winning: Using a balanced scoring attack 
and its trademark pressure defense, NECC 
ran out toa 35- point half-time lead and never 
worried again. 

“We shot well,” Rowinski said. “Also, we 
played great defense and just destroyed them.” 

Reserve center Doug Delap led the Knights 
with 12 points. 

NECC finds itself two games over .500 at 
12-10, and the Knights need to string to- 
gethersome kind ofsubstantial winning streak 
to make any post-season tournament. 

With playoff hopes rising again, Tejeda 
feels strong about the team’s chances. 

“We are playing our best right now,” he 
said. “If we make the playoffs, teams had 
better watch out for us.” 

The playoffs start Feb. 26 at NECC. 


*Gift Certificates 
«Student Discounts 
Available 


3 Old Danville Rd. 
Plaistow, NH 
(603) 382-3ART 


Off Rt. 125 
across from Bradlees 
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Try and stop me 


S. Dupont photo 
KNIGHT CENTER Claudio Pimentel fights for a rebound in a recent game against 
Quinsigamond Community College. 


Sports Trivia 


Congratulations to last week’s winner, Melissa Eastman, liberal arts. 
This week’s questions: 


1. Who was in goal for the 1980 U.S.Olympic hockey team when it beat the U.S.S.R. 


to advance to the gold medal game? 


2. What receiver is the leader among active players in career post-season touchdowns? 


3. What is the nickname of the University of Virginia sports teams? 
4, What uniform number did Boston Bruin Ray Bourque originally wear? 
5. Who is the all-time leading scorer in NBA history? 


Last week's answers: Raiders, University of North Carolina, Jacksonville University, 


Ralph Sampson, Miami Heat, Orlando Magic and Utah Jazz. 


Bring correct answers to all five questions to the NECC Observer for a chance to win 
a large cheese pizza from Papa Gino’s, Plaistow. Entries must be received by 
Wednesday, March 2, at noon, Answers, along with winner’s name, will be printed in 


the next issue. 


SKIERS! over ver: 


March 4 to.6 Super Weekend Ski Trip to 


=\Bradford College; 


seeks students interested 
in playing sports 


1/2 Tuition 
Transfer Scholarships 
for NECC students 
men’s & women’s soccer, cross-country 


track, basketball and volleyball 
also field eeeeys baseball and softball 


A) USS ah) a a a Hs pie! 
|) ERP RR aE pet uk pia Ps at iwi al 
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ME 


Call 374-3731 for 


Smugelers Notch Se 


$159 


(what a deal!) 


Rentals and lessons 
also available! 


*includes 2 Nights Slopeside Condo Lodging more details 
*Deluxe Motor Coach Transportation 

2 Day Ski Lift Ticket on 3 Big Mountains 
*Friday Night Welcome Party 

*Live Bands and Other Entertainment say 
*Free Use of Indoor Pool, Sauna and Hot tub 


+ Saturday Night Torchlight Parade and Fireworks rw 


Full payment due by March 1. 
Make cheks peat to he ngct skicub SEN UP NOW! 
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Chiefs no match for NECC 


Lady Knights rout aan cae 2nd time this season 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


uinsigamond Community College 

traveled to NECC with the hope of 

doing something no other team has 
done at the Lady Knights. 

In an earlier season game, NECC won its 
closest contest of the season by a score of 54- 
43. 

“I don’t know why, but it is just a real 
heated rivalry,” NECC assistant coach Donna 
Johnson said. “They are always gunning for 
us and we are always gunning for them.” 

Scorers: Quinsigamond came into the 
rematch shooting blanks, as NECC ran out to 
a 18-0 lead in the first five minutes. 

“Tt is defense; that is what wins games for 
us,” NECC head coach Jack Hess said. “But 
our offense just blew their zone apart.” 

Marianne Hess, fifth in the nation in scor- 
ing at 23.7 points per game, led NECC with 
30 points in 30 minutes of action. 

The Chiefs also provide one of the nation’s 
top scorers in Pam McKeen, who finished 
with 34 points. Midway through the first half, 
the game was stopped to acknowledge her 
1,000th career point. 

Great: Despite Hess’s offensive domina- 
tion, the game belonged to guard Jeannie 
Oullett, who finished with an amazing line 
score: 12 points, 14 assists, seven rebounds 
and only one turnover. 

Although the Lady Knights have beaten 
the Chiefs by 32 points over two games, 
including this 86-65 blowout, Hess does not 
look forward to a possible third encounter. 

“It is hard to beat the same team three 
times in one season especially during the 
playoffs,” Hess said. 

In two other recent games, NECC demol- 
ished inferior teams in Becker College and 
Atlantic Union College by a combined 122 
points. 

Stepping up: Lori Jankowski scored a 


Decisions, decisions 
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MARIANNE HESS (#20) leads the Lady Knights to a win over Quinsigamond. 


season high 22 points against Becker, leading 
the Lady Knights to a 95-38 rout. 

“She (Jankowski) has shown great confi- 
dence lately,” Hess said. “She has really gained 
my confidence as well.” 

NECC still finds itself ranked number one 
in the nation, and now is the nation’s best 
offensive team, averaging 83.9 points per 
game. It also boasts the nation’s stingiest 
defense, allowing only 43.7 points per game. 

Lasell College and Mass. Bay Community 
College coaches must read NECC’s statistics 
as both teams called Hess and canceled to 
avoid being slaughtered. 


Battle: Division two’s top-ranked team, 
Mitchell College, the last game on the sched- 
ule, is the only true test left for the division 
three Lady Knights. 

NECC next has two days to prepare for 
the Massachusetts Community College Ath- 
letic Conference basketball tournament, a 
tournament the Lady Knights should have no 
problem winning, but do not need to win in 
order to qualify for regional and national 
tournaments. 

The Lady Knights may not end the season 
undefeated as their last game is against top- 
ranked division two Mitchell College. 


Player of the Week 


Lori Jankowski 
plays key role 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


Lori Jankowski 
played solid and 
consistent bas- 
ketball eversince 
theLady 
Knights first 
took the floor 
early last semes- 
ter. 

‘But in the 


pag cr A Galt pists 
against Becker 


: L. JANKOWSKI 
Community 


College and Aclantic Union College, 
Jankowski brought her game up an- 
other level, scoring 22 points against 
Becker and 14 against AUC. 

Jankowski’s scoring is great, buther 
timing is better. With NECC star cen- 
ter Cheryl Lemoine hampered by the 
flu, Jankowski has come off the bench 
and played great physical basketball on 
both offense and defense. 

Coach Jack Hess describes 
Jankowski’s latest performances as “ter- 
rific, absolutely terrific.” 

Jankowski plays with a painful back 
and a restrictive back brace. 

With the possibility of an unbeaten 
season a definite possibility, Jankowski 
decided to play her best basketball of 
the season at precisely the best time. 


Make the World Your Classroom 


Canada 
China 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Cyprus 
Ecuador 
England 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Ireland 
Israel 

Italy 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Mexico 
Portugal 
Spain 
Switzerland 


Six Reasons Why Students 


Choose NECC Study Abroad: 


Access to Student Services: 
Programs offer many extra fea- 
tures such as orientation, on-site 
support/academic counseling, 
side-trips, and social activities. 


Choices of more than 20 Study 
Abroad Programs: Semester 
long and short programs (January 
and summer). 


No Language Requirement for 
Admission: Language studies 


while abroad highly recommended. 


Wide range of courses: Curricula 

include courses in the humanities and social 
sciences as well as in business, art and design, 
and marketing — many programs offer internship 
options. Credits are transferrable to U.S. col- 


leges and universities. 


Homestay Options Available: Living with 
host families accelerates language acquisition 
and gives in-depth knowledge of another 


culture. 


Competitive and Reasonable Cost: 
$600 NECC President’s incentive 


scholarship and financial aid available. 


(For Haverhill High graduates additional 
scholarship assistance is available.) 


For more information, contact: 


Dr. Usha Sellers, Director, Study Abroad Programs 


Northern Essex Community College, Elliott Way, Haverhill 01830 
508-374-3969 
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Observer Sports 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


o far, the regular season has not 

provided any competition for the 

Lady Knights basketball team, and 
the Massachusetts Community College 
Athletic Conference tournamentshouldn’t 
prove any different. 

NECC hosts the Feb. 26 and 27 tour- 
nament, which consists of three other 
schools, including second-ranked 
Quinsigamond Community College 
Chiefs; third- ranked Springfield Techni- 
cal College Rams; fourth-ranked Mt. 
Wachussett Community College High- 
landers; and top-ranked Lady Knights. 

The first round should prove nothing 
but a formality for the Lady Knights (23- 
0) as they are set to face Mt. Wachusett (6- 
12). 

First round: Earlier in the season, 
NECC demolished Mt. Wachusett 103- 
28, and head coach Jack Hess seems con- 
fident of another victory. 

“Honestly, I have a better chance of 
walking out of the gym and seeing God 
than this team does of beating us,” Hess 
said. 

_ Despite the poorrecord, Mt. Wachusset 
coach, John Columbus gets only respect 
and admiration from Hess. 

“He (Columbus) deserves a lot of 
credit,” Hess said. “Actually, that whole 
team does, just to have the credibility to 
show up for the tournament; just fielding 
a team is an accomplishment for them.” 

Not enough: Unfortunately, credit and 
admiration won’t be enough for Mt. 
Wachusett against the overpowering Lady 
Knights. 

The other semi-final game pits Spring- 
field (5-2) against Quinsigamond (12-9). 

Springfield athletic director, Vin 
Grassetti, admits STC’s record might be 
misleading. 

“Our record seems good, only because 
we have not played some of the tougher 
teams,” he said. 

The reason for the Ram’s light-and- 
easy schedule is the women’s basketball 
program is back from a seven-year hiatus. 

Starting over: “Our goal for this sea- 
son was to just field a women’s team,” 
Grasetti said. “We used to have a really 
competitive program, and now we are 
back in a good situation.” 

Three players are key in the Ram’s 
basketball resurgence. Guard Camille 
Nonds is one of the top players. Averaging 
around nine points per game, she runs the 
floor extremely well and, and as point 
guard is one of the team’s leading 
rebounders, Grassetti said. 

Traci Mason, the Rams’ threat in the 
low post, averages 10 points per game, a 
team high. 


MASTERS fam 


SELF DEFENSE CENTERS |——— 


Men $99 


Women 
& Children 


Classes Available 


¢ For 2 months of lessons 
¢ Free uniform 
¢ Free lifetime registration 


Morning, Afternoon & 
Evening classes available 
Limited space, sign up now ! 


Cedar Brook Plaza, Plaistow 


(603) 382-1150 


Confident coach 


“Honestly, I have a better 
chance of walking out of 
the gym and seeing God 
than this team does of 
beating us,” coach Jack 
Hess said. 


Satisfied: What all teams need to succeed 
isa quality shooter, and, according to Grassetti, 
the Rams have one in Elizabeth Sibilia. 

“She does everything,” Grassetti said. “She 
runs the floor, passes, but most ofall, she is a 
shooter; she can knock it down.” 

STC is content with just showing up and 
being able to play in a sanctioned tourna- 
ment. 

“We want to show up and compete,” 
Grasetti said. “It will be a good opportunity 
for us to see the level we want to be at.” 

Showing up is all the Rams will need to do, 
as the superior Chiefs should prove too much 
to handle for the inexperienced Springfield 
team. 

Time to play: The Quinsigamond coach- 
ing staff is trying to remain optimistic about 
its tournament chances. 

“Our kids are going to go and do the best 
we can,” Quinsigamond athletic director 
Bruce Glinski said. “I expect it will be a very 
equal tournament.” 

The Chiefs possess one of the nation’s top 
scorers in Pam McKeen, who averages 26 
points per game. 

Head coach Lenny Smith relies on McKeen 
and the rest of the team to make it through 
the tournament. 

“T want to show up and play well,” 
said. 

Rematch: With the semi finals seemingly 
nothing but space filler, the Lady Knights and 
the Chiefs seem on a course for a third 
meeting of the season in the finals. 

The first meeting saw NECC win its clos- 
est contest of the season, beating 
Quinsigamond by 11 in its fifth game of the 
year. The rematch saw NECC rout the Chiefs 
by 21. 

Despite NECC’s apparent domination of 
Quinsigamond, Hess remains skeptical about 
a third meeting. 

“This is the kind of stuff upsets are bred 
of,” Hess said. 

What Hess refers to is the old adage that 
one of the hardest things to do in sports is 
beat a good team three times in one season. 

Revenge: “Their players don’t like us 
now,” Hess said. “They are embarrassed and 
they don’t like us.” 

The rivalry between Quinsigamond and 
NECC has grown to a heated one. 


Smith 


College to host hoop playoffs 


Lady Knights should walk over competition during state tournament 


If either NECC or Quinsigamond do not 
advance to the finals, Hess would be sur- 
prised. 

“I would be amazed, absolutely amazed if 
NECC and Quinsigamond don’t advance.” 

Playing against Quinsigamond, especially 
McKeen, is something Hess is weary of. 

Quinsigamond is one of a few teams that 
have the talent to upset NECC. 

Doubts: Coach Smith is skeptical about 
the Chief's chances against NECC, however. 

“Honestly, I don’t think we can beat 
them,” he said. 

Smith may have to get used to those 
thoughts, for, if everything stays the same, 
NECC would receive the top ranking in the 
regional tournament in early March. 

That same tournament would see 
Quinsigamond receive the second ranking, 
which would set the teams up for a fourth 
meeting in the finals. 


Let’s listen to 
Coach Hess 


E. Floudaras photos 
HEAD COACH Jack Hess instructs 
his unbeaten team, as it gears up for 
the playoffs, left. 
Helen Zekirias takes the coachs 
advice against Quinsigamond C.C., 
splitting the defense with a pass to 
Sheri Martino, above. 


Good game: The ey 


hold much excitement, but the finals 
should be a quality game between two 
exceptional teams. 

The MCCAC tournament will be little 
more than structured practice for NECC. 
The tournament has no bearing on quali- 
fications for any regional and _ national 
tournament. Se 

Guys: NECC also hosts the men’s 
MCCAC tournament on-the same days, 
but rankings and games had not been 
announced by presstime. 

Coming off a disapointing season, the 
Knights have turned things around and 
are entering the tournament playing their 
best basketball of the season. 

The Knights may receive a second rank- 
ing. 

The four Saturday games start at noon, 
and the Sunday games begin at 1 p.m. 


Attention Health Career Students 


Earn free room and board plus a stipend at the 


ASSISTED LIVING CENTER OF SALISBURY 


-— Taking care of frail and disabled elderly 
— Ovenight coverage on a rotating shift 


For more information, contact Arthur Signorelli at the 
Student Activities office, Haverhill, 508-374-3731, or 
Scott Marcelais at the Assisted Living Center, Salisbury, 508-462-8600 


